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Now Available in Paperback! Saladyah Gaon was an outstanding 10th-century Jewish thinker - a prominent
rabbi, philosopher, and exegete. He was a pioneer in the fields in which he toiled, and was an inspiration and
basisfor later Jewish writing in al these areas. The last major English-language study of hiswork was
published in 1921, long before Genizah research changed the understanding of the time in which he lived.
Author Rabert Brody's masterly work, covering Saladyah's biography and his main areas of creativity, is
therefore a much-needed reassessment of an outstanding figure. The opening chapter - on the geonic period
that formed the background to Sa'adyah'slife (a period on which there are few worksin English) - is
followed by an overview that brings out the revolutionary aspects of his work and the characteristic features
of hiswritings. Subsequent chapters consider his philosophical works; his Bible commentaries; his
pioneering linguistic work; his poetry; his halakhic activity (including an examination of his use of the
Palestinian Talmud compared to that of the Babylonian Talmud); and his activity as a polemicist, notably
against the Karaites. An Epilogue sums up his importance in medieval Jewish culture. Particularly valuable
features of the book are the copious quotations from Sa'adyah's works, which facilitate familiarity with his
style aswell as hisideas; the clarity in presenting complex and difficult concepts; the constant assessment of
his relationship to his predecessorsin his various fields of study and his own unique contributions to each
field; and the contextualization of his contribution within the political, cultural, and religious climate of his
times so that both revolutionary and conservative elementsin his thought can be identified and evaluated.
**x " . Dr. Brody doesagood job balancing brevity with giving a non-superficial sense of Sa'adyah's
thought. Thisisno small feat given the breadth of Saadyah's concerns. The book succeeds in providing a
portrait of Saladyah asaman, at least in hisrole as public intellectual, with a deep sense of mission:
rationalistic, religious, and polemical. Recommended." - AJL Reviews, Vol. IV, No. 1, February/March 2014
*** "Saladyah was the most influential rabbinic personality of the Geonic period whose broad influence on
the development of the Jewish tradition is still felt today. A biography of such afigure was much needed,
and Brody's work fills this lacuna. It's a fascinating work, about one of the most fascinating personalitiesin
Jewish thought." - Ben Rothke, The Times of Israel, June 2015 [Subject: Biography, Jewish Studies,
Philosophy] Ece
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From reader reviews:
Gayle Callins:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for awhileisreading. That's
why, by reading areserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Saiadyah Gaon book as beginning and
daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Micheal Mata;

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family
or their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read some sort of book. It isreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
whole day to reading a book. The book Sa'adyah Gaon it is very good to read. There are alot of those who
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop
this book you can buy the particular e-book. Y ou can mOore simply to read this book out of your smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Alvaro Holloway:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. Through the
book Sa'adyah Gaon we can take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative
person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be
doubt to change your life at this time book Sa'adyah Gaon. Y ou can more inviting than now.

Brenda Robert:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading ae-book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half parts of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book Sa'adyah Gaon to make your reading
isinteresting. Y our own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try
to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and examining
especially. It isto befirst opinion for you to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the guide
Saladyah Gaon can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing
of thetime.
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