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“Haunting . . . To read The Good Negress is to fall under a spell, to open a window, to fly.” —Los
Angeles Times Book Review
 
Twenty years after its initial publication, The Good Negress continues to be an important part of the literary
canon, as relevant and necessary as ever. Set in 1960s Detroit, the novel centers around Denise Palms, who
leaves her grandmother’s home in rural Virginia to reunite with her mother, stepfather, and older brothers.
As a black teenage girl, Denise is given scarce opportunity beyond cooking, cleaning, and raising her
mother’s baby. But an idealistic, demanding teacher opens Denise’s eyes to a future she has never
considered, and soon she begins to question the limits of the life prescribed to her.
 
With lyrical, evocative prose, A. J. Verdelle captures Denise’s journey from adolescence to womanhood as
she navigates the tension between loyalty and independence, and between circumstance and desire. The
Good Negress is an unforgettable debut—simultaneously the portrait of a family and a glimpse into an era of
twentieth-century America.
 
Winner of the Harold D. Vursell Memorial Award from the 
American Academy of Arts and Letters
Finalist for the PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction
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From reader reviews:

William Leininger:

The experience that you get from The Good Negress: A Novel is a more deep you looking the information
that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to recognise but The Good Negress: A Novel giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of The Good Negress: A Novel instantly.

Zoe Harris:

The book with title The Good Negress: A Novel posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You
can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect.
You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

William Wood:

The reason? Because this The Good Negress: A Novel is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide
waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it
was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other
book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up
having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Alice Winfield:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended for your requirements is The Good Negress: A Novel this book consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how does the world
has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.
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