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Atranslation of Grazia Deledda’s final novel, an autobiographically based portrayal of an Italian woman
coming to terms with breast cancer at the cusp of the twentieth century.

The Church of Solitude tells the story of Maria Concezione, a young Sardinian seamstress living with breast
cancer at the cusp of the twentieth century. Overwhelmed by the shame of her diagnosis, she decides that no
one can know what has happened to her, but the heavy burden of this secrecy changes her life in dramatic
ways and almost causes the destruction of several peoplein her life. This surprising novel paints the portrait
of awoman facing the unknown with courage, faith, and self-reliance, and is the last and most
autobiographical work of Grazia Deledda, who died of breast cancer in 1936, shortly after its publication. An
afterword by the trandlator offers additional information on the author and examines the social and historical
environment of that time.

“Thistale of faith and strength in the face of illnessis beautiful. Though written more than sixty-five years
ago, itisstill timely, with its portrayal of awoman who lays blame for her disease on her past and her
wavering devotion.” — Library Journal

“Benighted, hot-blooded, moving, Grazia Deledda's unjustly forgotten novel—about a fiercely proud,
fiercely resigned woman struggling with dark truths—is a benchmark in the evolution of attitudes toward
cancer and sexual passion.” — Susan Sontag

“Concezione's secret nearly destroys the man who loves her in this powerful novel by Grazia Deledda,
gracefully trandated by E. Ann Matter.” — Martha King, translator of Cosima by Grazia Deledda

“A moving story, simply (even austerely) told, and the trangl ation captures the narrator's strengths. Deledda's
short novel is packed with emotions and mystery, with many kinds of love, afatal illness that can't be named,
humor and kindness, greed and lust. The heroine is a compelling figure, at once simple and complex, remote
and 'simpatica.’' Her world is exatic but her problems are not.” — Joan Ferrante, Columbia University

“The poetic detail of Deledda’s prose, and Matter's ability to translate with ease her descriptions of
landscape, weather, and seasons, make this a wonderful contribution to the literature of women of Italian
background.” — Mary Jo Bona, author of Claiming a Tradition: Italian American Women Writers

“Set in the early part of the last century, before breast cancer was openly discussed, this novel sheds much-
needed insight into the mental state and experience of that time period.” — Rosemarie LaValva, Binghamton
University

“Thistranglation allows non—talian speaker access to a most important novel by one of Italy's best

novelists.” — Anthony Julian Tamburri, coeditor of Fromthe Margin: Writingsin Italian Americana
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From reader reviews:
Myron Abbott:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or thisfor all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't wish do that. Y ou must know how great as well as important the book The Church
of Solitude (Suny Series, Women Writersin Translation). All type of book would you see on many sources.
Y ou can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

TaraWinston:

This The Church of Solitude (Suny Series, Women Writersin Translation) book is not ordinary book, you
have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read alot of information you
will get. This The Church of Solitude (Suny Series, Women Writers in Translation) without we know teach
the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't aways be worry The Church of
Solitude (Suny Series, Women Writers in Translation) can bring when you are and not make your carrier
space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This
The Church of Solitude (Suny Series, Women Writersin Translation) having great arrangement in word as
well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Kent Moore:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or information even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the erawhich is always change and progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading books. It isagood choice for yourself but the problems coming to anyoneis
you don't know which one you should start with. This The Church of Solitude (Suny Series, Women Writers
in Trandation) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Gerard Armstrong:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou have to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the point. Book isimportant thing to include you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update in relation to something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra The Church of Solitude (Suny
Series, Women Writersin Tranglation).
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