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A unique collection of advice for life and perhaps the first 'self-help' book ever written

Written over 350 years ago, The Pocket Oracle and Art of Prudence is a subtle collection of 300 witty and
thought-provoking aphorisms. From the art of being lucky to the healthy use of caution, these elegant
maxims were created as a guide to life, with further suggestions given on cultivating good taste, knowing
how to refuse, the foolishness of complaining and the wisdom of controlling one's passions. Baltasar Gracian
intended these ingenious, pragmatic aphorisms to challenge the mind, and recognised that few would be
capable of applying them.

In Jeremy Robbins's introduction to his penetrating new translation, he examines Gracian's place in Spanish
literature and his previous works. Robbins also looks at the themes, contexts and contradictions of The
Pocket Oracle, as well as the brevity and subtlety of Gracian's cool-headed aphorisms. This edition also
contains a chronology, suggested further reading and notes. 

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
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From reader reviews:

Agnes Higa:

This The Pocket Oracle and Art of Prudence (Penguin Classics) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information
you will get. That The Pocket Oracle and Art of Prudence (Penguin Classics) without we know teach the one
who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Pocket Oracle and
Art of Prudence (Penguin Classics) can bring if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn
out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Pocket Oracle and
Art of Prudence (Penguin Classics) having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Toni Williams:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Pocket Oracle and Art of
Prudence (Penguin Classics) book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Margaret Barone:

Often the book The Pocket Oracle and Art of Prudence (Penguin Classics) will bring someone to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book The Pocket Oracle and Art of Prudence
(Penguin Classics) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from official
web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Billy Anderson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The The
Pocket Oracle and Art of Prudence (Penguin Classics) provide you with a new experience in looking at a
book.
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