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For much of human history, the motive force behind war, conquest, social conflict and world exploration has
been the drive to acquire gold. From the ancient world of Croesus to the wealthy dynasties of Renaissance
Italy, from the earliest European explorations into Africa, America, and Asia to the gold rushes of the
nineteenth century and the banking crises that lay beyond them, Pierre Vilar depicts the awesome power of
avarice to structure the world in which we live. The insidious power of gold and money is the subject of this
enlightening and entertaining history.

The age of exploration brought an influx of treasure into Western Europe, prompting disputes between
theologians and early economists over the causes of inflation in the sixteenth century. In time, American
silver distorted metropolitan Spanish society beyond recognition. Vilar goes on to examine the roots of the
modern banking and financial systems in institutions founded in Holland, England and France during the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. And in the nineteenth century, the gold rushes of Australia, California
and South Africa generated new modifications in the international monetary system.

Vilar concludes the story of these developments with a discussion of the crisis of the 1920s that, in the wake
of the world credit crash of 2008, is more pertinent than ever. A History of Gold and Money provides a
unique work of synthesis on the role of money in modern economic history.
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From reader reviews:

John Frank:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book A History of Gold and
Money: 1450-1920 (Verso Modern Classics). All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can
look for the internet options or other social media.

Clarice Johnson:

The book A History of Gold and Money: 1450-1920 (Verso Modern Classics) will bring one to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book A History of Gold and Money: 1450-1920 (Verso
Modern Classics) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site,
so you can quickly to read the book.

Bruce Mull:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love A History of Gold and Money:
1450-1920 (Verso Modern Classics), you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss
it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on
its called reading friends.

Madeline Cecil:

The book untitled A History of Gold and Money: 1450-1920 (Verso Modern Classics) contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written
by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because
you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice
read.
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