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Billy Budd, Sailor is a novella by American writer Herman Melville, first published posthumously in London
in 1924. Melville began writing the work in November 1888, but left it unfinished at his death in 1891. It
was acclaimed by British critics as a masterpiece when published in London, and quickly took its place
among the canon of significant works in the United States.

The plot follows Billy Budd, a seaman impressed into service aboard HMS Indomitable in the year 1797,
when the British Royal Navy was reeling from two major mutinies and was threatened by the Revolutionary
French Republic's military ambitions. He is impressed from another ship, The Rights of Man (named after
the book by Thomas Paine). As his former ship moves off, Budd shouts, "Good-by to you too, old Rights-of-
Man."

Billy, a foundling, has an openness and natural charisma that makes him popular with the crew. He arouses
the antagonism of the ship's Master-at-arms, John Claggart. Claggart, while not unattractive, seemed
somehow "defective or abnormal in the constitution," possessing a "natural depravity." Envy was Claggart's
explicitly stated emotion toward Budd, foremost because of his "significant personal beauty," and also for his
innocence and general popularity. (Melville further opines envy is "universally felt to be more shameful than
even felonious crime.") This leads Claggart to falsely charge Billy with conspiracy to mutiny. When the
Captain, the Hon. Edward Fairfax "Starry" Vere, is presented with Claggart's charges, he summons Claggart
and Billy to his cabin for a private meeting. Claggart makes his case and Billy, astounded, is unable to
respond, due to a stutter which grows more severe with intense emotion. He strikes his accuser to the
forehead and the blow is fatal.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Grant:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Billy Budd: Sailor
suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous writer in this era. Typically the book untitled
Billy Budd: Sailoris the main one of several books which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired
lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know
prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise
the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help
you see the represented of the world on this book.

Lena Stubbs:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Billy Budd: Sailor can give you a lot of
good friends because by you considering this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more
like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer
you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Billy Budd: Sailor.

Teresa Bradshaw:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the
library. They go to at this time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not
important, boring in addition to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very
important in your case. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Billy Budd: Sailor can make you truly feel more
interested to read.

Erick Graf:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Billy Budd: Sailor to make your own reading is
interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward
book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to
be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and examine it. Beside that the publication Billy Budd: Sailor
can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of
that time.
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