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In its considered response to the globalization of culture, HCMA has consistently achieved an architecture
that is expressive of time and place, and uniquely interprets Canadian values of openness and inclusivity.
The firm’s concentration on civic buildings denotes a deeply rooted concern for community, and recognition
that in contemporary pluralistic society’s schools, libraries and community centres are both symbolically and
literally, the meeting places for all sectors of our communities regardless of demography, faith or ethnicity.
What distinguishes HCMA’s design approach is its conceptual shift from the traditional departure points of
form or function, to a more organic and humanist approach by which inhabitation of the building and its
surroundings mediate the interface between these two opposing forces. While function implies an empirical
definition of purpose, and form a pre-occupation with sculptural abstraction, inhabitation connotes an
understanding that buildings should embrace the richness and diversity with which our lives unfold.
PLACES: Public Architecture explores a selection of key projects by HCMA which offer insight into the
firm’s specific approach to community building through public architecture. Featured projects typologies,
many of which have been challenged by contemporary advancements in technology, include schools,
libraries, fire halls, childcare centres, and more. Through the practice of architecture HCMA asks “what is
the future of the library, of education, and of public space in an increasingly online age”? The book features
critical text by accomplished writer Jim Taggart, professional photography, lucid architectural drawings, and
details, as well as a look at the firm’s design process of iterative modeling/diagramming and research on
contemporary topics.
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From reader reviews:

Alberto Benson:

This Places: Public Architecture book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you
will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This Places: Public
Architecture without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry Places: Public Architecture can bring if you are and not make your tote
space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Places:
Public Architecture having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Donna Young:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is
you don't know what one you should start with. This Places: Public Architecture is our recommendation to
cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Deborah Rost:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Places: Public Architecture,
you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it?
Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Della Ferguson:

Places: Public Architecture can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that
straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort that
will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Places: Public Architecture yet doesn't forget the
main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among
it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.
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