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What led to the breakdown of the Soviet Union? Steven Solnick argues, contrary to most current literature,
that the Soviet system did not fall victim to stalemate at the top or to a revolution from below, but rather to
opportunism from within. In three case studies--on the Communist Youth League, the system of job
assignments for university graduates, and military conscription--Solnick makes use of rich archival sources
and interviews to tell the story from a new perspective, and to employ and test Western theories of the firm
in the Soviet environment. He finds that even before Gorbachev, mechanisms for controlling bureaucrats in
Soviet organizations were weak, allowing these individuals great latitude in their actions. Once reforms
began, they translated this latitude into open insubordination by seizing the very organizational assets they
were supposed to be managing. Thus, the Soviet system, Solnick argues, suffered the organizational
equivalent of a colossal bank run. When the servants of the state stopped obeying orders from above, the
state's fate was sealed.

By incorporating economic theories of institutions into a political theory of Soviet breakdown and collapse,
Stealing the State offers a powerful and dynamic account of the most important international political event
of the later twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Judy Young:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important usually. The book Stealing the State: Control and Collapse in Soviet Institutions
(Russian Research Center Studies) had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you
can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication Stealing the State: Control and
Collapse in Soviet Institutions (Russian Research Center Studies) is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also to become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend
time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book Stealing the State: Control and Collapse in
Soviet Institutions (Russian Research Center Studies). You never really feel lose out for everything when
you read some books.

Tim Walton:

This book untitled Stealing the State: Control and Collapse in Soviet Institutions (Russian Research Center
Studies) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-
book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order
it through online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-
book from your list.

Courtney Cook:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirements is Stealing the State: Control and Collapse in Soviet Institutions
(Russian Research Center Studies) this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this
world now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer
require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this
book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Henrietta Belcher:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from
it. It is known as of book Stealing the State: Control and Collapse in Soviet Institutions (Russian Research
Center Studies). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add
your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It
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