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The question of how best to combine work and family life has led to lively debates in recent years. Both a
lifestyle and a policy issue, it has been addressed psychologically, socially, and economically, and
conclusions have been hotly contested. But as Neil Gilbert shows in this penetrating and provocative book,
we haven’t looked closely enough at how and why these questions are framed, or who benefits from the
proposed answers.

A Mother’s Work takes a hard look at the unprecedented rise in childlessness, along with the outsourcing of
family care and household production, which have helped to alter family life since the 1960s. It challenges
the conventional view on how to balance motherhood and employment, and examines how the choices
women make are influenced by the culture of capitalism, feminist expectations, and the social policies of the
welfare state. Gilbert argues that while the market ignores the essential value of a mother’s work, prevailing
norms about the social benefits of work have been overvalued by elites whose opportunities and
circumstances little resemble those of most working- and middle-class mothers. And the policies that have
been crafted too often seem friendlier to the market than to the family. Gilbert ends his discussion by looking
at the issue internationally, and he makes the case for reframing the debate to include a wider range of social
values and public benefits that present more options for managing work and family responsibilities.
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From reader reviews:

Megan Fairbanks:

The book A Mother's Work: How Feminism, the Market, and Policy Shape Family Life give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for
being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can
make reading through a book A Mother's Work: How Feminism, the Market, and Policy Shape Family Life
to become your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a e-book A
Mother's Work: How Feminism, the Market, and Policy Shape Family Life. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

George Walker:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept A Mother's
Work: How Feminism, the Market, and Policy Shape Family Life suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled A Mother's Work: How Feminism, the
Market, and Policy Shape Family Lifeis the main one of several books in which everyone read now. This
book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you
ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So that
you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Michael Jones:

Often the book A Mother's Work: How Feminism, the Market, and Policy Shape Family Life has a lot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the
very famous author. The author makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Fernando Minaya:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love A Mother's Work: How Feminism, the Market, and
Policy Shape Family Life, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to miss
it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come
on its named reading friends.
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