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Nothing else damages the earth's environment more than our cities. As the world's population has grown, our
cities have burgeoned, and their impact on the environment worsened. Meanwhile, from the isolated, gated
communities within Houston and Los Angeles, to the millions of residents of Bombay living in squalor, the
city has failed to serve its ideal function—as the cradle of civilization, the engine of culture, and the
inspiration for community and citizenship. In Cities for a Small Planet, Sir Richard Rogers, one of the
world's leading architects and the designer of the Pompidou Center in Paris, demonstrates how future cities
could provide the springboard for restoring humanity's harmony with its environment.Rogers outlines the
disastrous impact cities have had and will continue to have on our world, from waste-saturated Tokyo Bay,
to the massive plumes of pollution caused by London's traffic, to the depleted water resources of Mexico
City. He traces these problems to the underlying social and cultural values that create them—unchecked
commercial zeal, selfish individualism, and a lack of community. Bringing to bear concepts such as that of
“open-minded” space—places within cities that serve multiple functions such as markets, parks, and
sidewalk cafes—he explains how urban design can be used to give citizens a sense of shared experience. The
city built with comfortable and safe public space can bring diverse groups together and breed a sense of
tolerance, awareness, identity, and mutual respect. He calls for a new theoretical shift in the way cities do
business and interact with the environment, arguing that many products come to market and are sold without
figuring their social or environmental cost.Rogers goes on to describe the city of the future: one that is
sustainable within its own environment; that can make a positive impact on its surroundings; that encourages
communication among its citizens; that is compact and focused around neighborhoods; and that is beautiful,
a city whose buildings and spaces spark the creative potential of its inhabitants.As our population grows
larger, our planet grows smaller. Cities for a Small Planet is a passionate and eloquent blueprint for the cities
we must create in response, cities that provide for the needs of both their residents and the earth on which
they live.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Cook:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Cities For A Small Planet
(Icon Editions) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
every thing. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make
you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Mack Washburn:

This Cities For A Small Planet (Icon Editions) are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this Cities For A Small Planet (Icon Editions) can be one of the great
books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with
information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Cities For A
Small Planet (Icon Editions) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving
you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Willie Wilson:

This book untitled Cities For A Small Planet (Icon Editions) to be one of several books that best seller in this
year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this
kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So
there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Susan Demar:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Cities For A Small Planet (Icon
Editions) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all
over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react toward the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who
wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit,
you can pick Cities For A Small Planet (Icon Editions) become your starter.
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