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This volume of Reiner Stach's acclaimed and definitive biography of Franz Kafka tells the story of the final
years of the writer's life, from 1916 to 1924--a period during which the world Kafka had known came to an
end. Stach's riveting narrative, which reflects the latest findings about Kafka's life and works, draws readers
in with nearly cinematic precision, zooming in for extreme close-ups of Kafka's personal life, then pulling
back for panoramic shots of a wider world blighted by World War I, disease, and inflation.

In these years, Kafka was spared military service at the front, yet his work as a civil servant brought him into
chilling proximity with its grim realities. He was witness to unspeakable misery, lost the financial security he
had been counting on to lead the life of a writer, and remained captive for years in his hometown of Prague.
The outbreak of tuberculosis and the collapse of the Austro-Hungarian Empire constituted a double shock for
Kafka, and made him agonizingly aware of his increasing rootlessness. He began to pose broader existential
questions, and his writing grew terser and more reflective, from the parable-like Country Doctor stories and
A Hunger Artist to The Castle.

A door seemed to open in the form of a passionate relationship with the Czech journalist Milena Jesenská.
But the romance was unfulfilled and Kafka, an incurably ill German Jew with a Czech passport, continued to
suffer. However, his predicament only sharpened his perceptiveness, and the final period of his life became
the years of insight.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Dews:

Often the book Kafka: The Years of Insight will bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The
author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very
suitable to you. The book Kafka: The Years of Insight is much recommended to you to read. You can also
get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Rosalyn Kendall:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill
in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this Kafka: The
Years of Insight.

Theresa Smith:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Kafka: The Years of Insight publication written
by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read
the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Kafka: The Years of Insight as good book not just by the
cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do
you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you
so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Willie Bergeron:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source in which filled update
of news. In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Kafka: The Years of Insight when you needed it?
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