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The James Bond epic is the most popular film series in silver screen history: it is estimated that a quarter of
the world's population has seen a Bond feature. The saga of Britain's best-loved martini hound (who we all
know prefers his favorite drink "shaken, not stirred") has adapted to changing times for four decades without
ever abandoning its tried-and-true formula of diabolical international conspiracy, sexual intrigue, and
incredible gadgetry.

James Chapman expertly traces the annals of celluloid Bond from its inauguration with 1962's Dr. No
through its progression beyond Ian Fleming's spy novels to the action-adventure spectaculars of GoldenEye
and Tomorrow Never Dies. He argues that the enormous popularity of the series represents more than just the
sum total of the films' box-office receipts and involves questions of film culture in a wider sense.

Licence to Thrill chronicles how Bond, a representative of a British Empire that no longer existed in his
generation, became a symbol of his nation's might in a Cold War world where Britain was no longer a
primary actor. Chapman describes the protean nature of Bond villains in a volatile global political
scene?from Soviet scoundrels and Chinese rogues in the 1960s to a brief flirtation with Latin American drug
kingpins in the 1980s and back to the Chinese in the 1990s. The book explores how the movies struggle with
changing societal ethics?notably, in the evolution in the portrayal of women, showing how Bond's
encounters with the opposite sex have evolved into trysts with leading ladies as sexually liberated as Bond
himself.

The Bond formula has proved remarkably durable and consistently successful for roughly a third of cinema's
history?half the period since the introduction of talking pictures in the late 1920s. Moreover, Licence to
Thrill argues that, for the foreseeable future, the James Bond films are likely to go on being what they have
always been, a unique and very special kind of popular cinema.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Woods:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Licence to
Thrill? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with your
favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Gertrude Hoskins:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other
folks. When you read this Licence to Thrill, you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Francis Corder:

This Licence to Thrill is completely new way for you who has fascination to look for some information
mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or
you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Licence to Thrill can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books
create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form. People who
think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot
find any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for
you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.

James Coles:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This Licence to Thrill can give you a lot of friends because by you
looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting
person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that
perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different make you to be great people. So , why
hesitate? We need to have Licence to Thrill.
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