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In Practically Joking, the first full-length study of the practical joke, Moira Marsh examines the value,
artistry, and social significance of this ancient and pervasive form of vernacular expression.

Though they are sometimes dismissed as the lowest form of humor, practical jokes come from a lively
tradition of expressive play. They can reveal both sophistication and intellectual satisfaction, with the best
demanding significant skill and talent not only to conceive but also to execute. Practically Joking establishes
the practical joke as a folk art form subject to critical evaluation by both practitioners and audiences,
operating under the guidance of local aesthetic and ethical canons.

Marsh studies the range of genres that pranks comprise; offers a theoretical look at the reception of practical
jokes based on “benign transgression”—a theory that sees humor as playful violation—and uses real-life
examples of practical jokes in context to establish the form’s varieties and meanings as an independent
genre, as well as its inextricable relationship with a range of folklore forms. Scholars of folklore, humor, and
popular culture will find much of interest in Practically Joking. 
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From reader reviews:

Forest Nelson:

The book Practically Joking can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just
why must we leave the good thing like a book Practically Joking? A number of you have a different opinion
about publication. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try
to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you
may share all of these. Book Practically Joking has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Thomas Carlson:

Often the book Practically Joking has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit.
The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book.
This particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Thomas Hill:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Practically Joking or others sources were
given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those publications are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other book likes Practically Joking
to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Ruth Hill:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Practically Joking.
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