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When it comes to the Founding Fathers, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, and Alexander Hamilton are
generally considered the great minds of early America. George Washington, instead, is toasted with
accolades regarding his solid common sense and strength in battle. Indeed, John Adams once snobbishly
dismissed him as "too illiterate, unlearned, unread for his station and reputation." Yet Adams, as well as the
majority of the men who knew Washington in his life, were unaware of his singular devotion to self-
improvement.

Based on a comprehensive amount of research at the Library of Congress, the collections at Mount Vernon,
and rare book archives scattered across the country, Kevin J. Hayes corrects this misconception and
reconstructs in vivid detail the active intellectual life that has gone largely unnoticed in conventional
narratives of Washington. Despite being a lifelong reader, Washington felt an acute sense of embarrassment
about his relative lack of formal education and cultural sophistication, and in this sparkling literary
biography, Hayes illustrates just how tirelessly Washington worked to improve. Beginning with the primers,
forgotten periodicals, conduct books, and classic eighteenth-century novels such as Tom Jones that shaped
Washington's early life, Hayes studies Washington's letters and journals, charting the many ways the books
of his upbringing affected decisions before and during the Revolutionary War. The final section of the book
covers the voluminous reading that occurred during Washington's presidency and his retirement at Mount
Vernon. Throughout, Hayes examines Washington's writing as well as his reading, from The Journal of
Major George Washington through his Farewell Address. The sheer breadth of titles under review here allow
readers to glimpse Washington's views on foreign policy, economics, the law, art, slavery, marriage, and
religion-and how those views shaped the young nation..

Ultimately, this sharply written biography offers a fresh perspective on America's Father, uncovering the
ideas that shaped his intellectual journey and, subsequently, the development of America.
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From reader reviews:

Roderick Donnell:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't would like
do that. You must know how great and also important the book George Washington: A Life in Books. All
type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

James Ames:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you that George Washington: A Life in
Books book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Gerald Kelly:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject George Washington:
A Life in Books suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically
the book untitled George Washington: A Life in Booksis one of several books in which everyone read now.
That book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new
age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people
can easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information
about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Edward Roth:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day every day
to reading a e-book. The book George Washington: A Life in Books it is extremely good to read. There are a
lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did
not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to
read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.
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