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The role of the Japanese woman in modern society still retains many of the characteristics that it had in the
late eighteenth century, when this novel takes place. In those days, the life of a woman, whether married or
single, was one of unending drudgery and toil. Reward or recognition came only indirectly, through the
success of the male members of the family.

Thus, this novel is really two stories: on the one hand, the successful medical career of Hanaoka Seishu, the
first doctor in the world to perform surgery for breast cancer under a general anesthetic; on the other hand,
the lives of his wife and his mother, who supported him with stoic resignation, even to the extent of finally
volunteering to be used as guinea pigs in his experiments.

Kae, the wife, joins the household of the local doctor as the bride of his son, Hanaoka Seishu, who is still
away pursuing his medical studies in Kyoto. Her mother-in-law, Otsugi, is both beautiful and extremely
proud of the tradition of the doctor's family. Though their relationship is one of affection at first, it declines
into tension and eventually into bitter competitiveness and hatred, fostered by the claustrophobic social
customs of the time. The two women-the wife who struggles to adapt to a new household and gain the
affection of her unfamiliar husband, and the over possessive mother-in-law dedicated to the fulfillment of her
son's ambitions-vie with one another to serve one man. Kae suffers the most, for the new anesthetic that the
doctor tries on her has devastating results.

Readers of The Doctor's Wife will find a tender and compassionate tale about a woman of great strength and
courage, as well as an impelling account of Japanese society and the role of women in it.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Ramsey:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Doctor's Wife book
because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees
there is no doubt in it you know.

Daniel Bravo:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Doctor's Wife e-book written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read
the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your
current hunger then you still uncertainty The Doctor's Wife as good book not merely by the cover but also by
the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Leon Moses:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It
is identified as of book The Doctor's Wife. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the
printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most significant that, you
must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Joseph Rankins:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know
that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount types of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this The Doctor's Wife.
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