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Meet Netley Lucas, Prince of Tricksters—royal biographer, best-selling crime writer, and gentleman crook.
In the years after the Great War, Lucas becomes infamous for climbing the British social ladder by his expert
trickery—his changing names and telling of tales. An impudent young playboy and a confessed confidence
trickster, he finances his far-flung hedonism through fraud and false pretenses. After repeated spells in
prison, Lucas transforms himself into a confessing “ex-crook,” turning his inside knowledge of the
underworld into a lucrative career as freelance journalist and crime expert. But then he’s found out
again—exposed and disgraced for faking an exclusive about a murder case. So he reinvents himself, taking a
new name and embarking on a prolific, if short-lived, career as a royal biographer and publisher. Chased
around the world by detectives and journalists after yet another sensational scandal, the gentleman crook dies
as spectacularly as he lived—a washed-up alcoholic, asphyxiated in a fire of his own making.

The lives of Netley Lucas are as flamboyant as they are unlikely. In Prince of Tricksters, Matt Houlbrook
picks up the threads of Lucas’s colorful lies and lives. Interweaving crime writing and court records, letters
and life-writing, Houlbrook tells Lucas’s fascinating story and, in the process, provides a panoramic view of
the 1920s and ’30s. In the restless times after the Great War, the gentlemanly trickster was an exemplary
figure, whose tall tales and bogus biographies exposed the everyday difficulties of knowing who and what to
trust. Tracing how Lucas both evoked and unsettled the world through which he moved, Houlbrook shows
how he prompted a pervasive crisis of confidence that encompassed British society, culture, and politics.

Taking readers on a romp through Britain, North America, and eventually into Africa, Houlbrook confronts
readers with the limits of our knowledge of the past and challenges us to think anew about what history is
and how it might be made differently.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Jones:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Prince of
Tricksters: The Incredible True Story of Netley Lucas, Gentleman Crook that give your pleasure preference
will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for
people to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that
reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you
who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick Prince of Tricksters: The Incredible True Story
of Netley Lucas, Gentleman Crook become your personal starter.

David Musick:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information simpler to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet,
newspapers, book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book.
The book that recommended to you is Prince of Tricksters: The Incredible True Story of Netley Lucas,
Gentleman Crook this book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to
explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this
book acceptable all of you.

Maria Lacher:

Beside this Prince of Tricksters: The Incredible True Story of Netley Lucas, Gentleman Crook in your
phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Prince of Tricksters: The Incredible True Story of
Netley Lucas, Gentleman Crook because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do
you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this
within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from now!

Caroline Hagemann:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Prince of Tricksters: The Incredible True Story of
Netley Lucas, Gentleman Crook was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book Prince of Tricksters: The Incredible True Story of Netley Lucas, Gentleman Crook has many kinds or
style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you



are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy,
fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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