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In the last years of his life, Richard Wright, the fierce and original American novelist known for Native Son
and Black Boy, wrote over four thousand haiku. In Richard Wright and Haiku, Yoshinobu Hakutani
considers Wright the poet and his late devotion to the spare, unrhymed verse that dwells on human beings’
relationship to the natural world rather than on their relationships with one another, a strong departure from
the intense and often conflicted relationships that had dominated his fiction.

Wright was not the only famous American author to be attracted to the art of haiku. Jack Kerouac, the Beat
Generation novelist known for On the Road and The Dharma Bums, also explored the form and wrote many
haiku. For guidance Wright and Kerouac both turned to the four-volume critical history and collection Haiku
by R. H. Blythe. Wright went on to emulate such classic haiku poets as Basho, Buson, and Issa as well as the
modernist Shiki.

Richard Wright and Haiku is presented in two parts. In the first, Hakutani traces the genesis and
development of haiku in Japan, discusses the role of earlier poets, including Yone Noguchi and Ezra Pound,
in the verse’s development in Japan and in the West, and deals with both haiku and haiku criticism written in
English. He goes on to describe how Wright acquired the theory and technique of haiku composition and
offers a historical and critical study of Wright’s haiku.

Integral to Hakutani’s analysis is an exploration of what Wright in his Black Power: A Record of Reactions
in the Land of Pathos called “the African primal outlook upon life.” Hakutani delves into how this view
inspired Wright to turn to first the study of and then the writing of haiku.

In the final chapter of the first part, Hakutani invites readers to try seeing Wright’s haiku as “senryu,” or
humorous haiku. This departure from the relentlessly serious lens through which nearly all of Wright’s work
is viewed by critics helps to expand readers’ perspectives on the poems and on Wright himself.

In part two, Hakutani presents a selection of Wright’s poems from Haiku: This Other World. Each of the
selected haiku is accompanied by a note that will provide assistance in interpretation and offers such
additional information as definitions of critical or technical terms and bibliographical details.

Richard Wright and Haiku is a valuable addition to the critical discussion of the life and works of Richard
Wright as well as a welcome contribution to scholarship on haiku in the West.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Fox:

The book Richard Wright and Haiku give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to
make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having
big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book Richard Wright and Haiku for
being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a e-
book Richard Wright and Haiku. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this guide?

James Harris:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for all of us. The book Richard Wright and Haiku was making you to know about
other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book
Richard Wright and Haiku is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to become
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship together with the book Richard Wright and Haiku. You never experience lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Antonio Batts:

Precisely why? Because this Richard Wright and Haiku is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve
waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content on the inside
easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking technique.
So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Adam Carter:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their pastime.
They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Richard Wright and Haiku can make you feel more interested to read.
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