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How do ideas become accepted by the scientific community? How and why do scientists choose among
empirically equivalent theories? In this pathbreaking book translated from the Italian, Marcello Pera
addresses these questions by exploring the politics, rhetoric, scientific practices, and metaphysical
assumptions that entered into the famous Galvani-Volta controversy of the late eighteenth century. This
lively debate erupted when two scientists, each examining the muscle contractions of a dissected frog in
contact with metal, came up with opposing but experimentally valid explanations of the phenomenon. Luigi
Galvani, a doctor and physiologist, believed that he had discovered animal electricity (electrical body fluid
existing naturally in a state of disequilibrium), while the physicist Alessandro Volta attributed the
contractions to ordinary physical electricity. Beginning with the electrical concepts understood by scientists
in the 1790s, Pera traces the careers of Galvani and Volta and explains their laboratory procedures. He shows
that their controversy derived from two basic, irreducible interpretations of the proper nature of a common
domain: Galvani saw the frog phenomenon as the work of biological organs, Volta as that of a physical
apparatus. The initial preference for Volta's theory, maintains Pera, depended not on clear-cut
methodological rules, but on a dialectical dispute for which the renowned physicist was better equipped,
partly because he shared the dominant metaphysical views of his time.

Originally published in 1991.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Wood:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible The
Ambiguous Frog: The Galvani-Volta Controversy on Animal Electricity (Princeton Legacy Library)? Maybe
it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you
can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Helen Palmer:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular The Ambiguous Frog:
The Galvani-Volta Controversy on Animal Electricity (Princeton Legacy Library) book as nice and daily
reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Lynnette Cash:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This The Ambiguous Frog: The Galvani-Volta Controversy on Animal
Electricity (Princeton Legacy Library) book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will
find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving The Ambiguous Frog: The Galvani-Volta
Controversy on Animal Electricity (Princeton Legacy Library) content conveys objective easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it.
So , do you continue to thinking The Ambiguous Frog: The Galvani-Volta Controversy on Animal
Electricity (Princeton Legacy Library) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Betty Dansby:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news.
With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the The Ambiguous Frog: The Galvani-Volta Controversy on Animal Electricity (Princeton Legacy
Library) when you needed it?
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