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This is the third volume of the History of Middle-earth, which comprises here-tofore unpublished
manuscripts that were written over a period of many years before Tolkien's Simlarillion was published.
Volumes 1 and 2 were the Book of Lost Tales, Part One and The Book of Lost Tales, Part Two. Together,
these volumes encompass an extraordinarily extensive body of material ornamenting and buttressing what
must be the most fully realized world ever to spring from a single author's imagination.
"I write alliterative verse with pleasure," wrote J.R.R. Tolkien in 1955, "though I have published little
beyond the fragments in The Lord of the Rings, except The Homecoming of Beorhtnoth." The first of the
poems in The Lays of Beleriand is the previously unpublished Lay of the Children of Hurin, his early but
most sustained work in the ancient English meter, intended to narrate on a grand scale the tragedy of Turin
Turambar. It was account of the killing by Turin of his friend Beleg, as well as a unique description of the
great redoubt of Nargothrond. The Lay of the Children of Hurin was supplanted by the Lay of Leithian,
"Release from Bondage", in which another major legend of the Elder Days received poetic form, in this case
in rhyme. The chief source of the short prose tale of Beren and Luthien is The Silmarillion. This, too, was
not completed, but the whole Quest of the Silmaril is told, and the poem breaks off only after the encounter
with Morgoth in his subterranean fortress. Many years later, when The Lord of the rings was finished, J.R.R.
Tolkien returned to the Lay of Leithian and started on a new version, which is also given in this book.
Accompanying the poems are commentaries on the evolution of the history of the Elder Days, which was
much developed during the years of the composition of the two Lays. Also included is the notable criticism
in detail of the Lay of Lethian by C.S. Lewis, Tolkien's friend and colleague, who read the poem in 1929. By
assuming that this poem is actually a fragment from a past lost in history, Lewis underlined the remarkable
power of its author's imaginative talents and academic competence.
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From reader reviews:

James Ray:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense happy read
one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual The Lays of Beleriand (History of
Middle-Earth) is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Jimmy Stansberry:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this The Lays of
Beleriand (History of Middle-Earth).

Perry Payne:

Often the book The Lays of Beleriand (History of Middle-Earth) has a lot of information on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after perusing this book.

Joseph Johnson:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
you personally is The Lays of Beleriand (History of Middle-Earth) this publication consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer
made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.
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