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When Whitney Balliett's American Musicians appeared in the Fall of 1986, the acclaim it received was
universal. Leonard Feather, writing in the Los Angeles Times, said "no other writer now living can write with
comparable grace and equal enthusiasm about everyone from Jack Teagarden and Art Tatum to Cecil Taylor
and Ornette Coleman." And Bruce Cook in The New Leader called the book "the quintessential Whitney
Balliett, the cream of the cream, a collection that leaves no doubt about his strength."

That book gathered together all of Balliett's profiles of jazz instrumentalists. Here, in the revised edition of
American Singers, Balliett has added thirteen new biographical profiles to double the size of the book and
provide the perfect complement to American Musicians. It now contains all the profiles on singers that
Balliett has written for The New Yorker. Alongside original chapters on such great vocalists as Ray Charles,
Tony Bennett, Joe Turner and Alberta Hunter, Balliett has added fresh portraits of Mel Torme, Julius La
Rosa, George Shearing, and Peggy Lee. To his study of four masters of the cabaret (Hugh Shannon, Mabel
Mercer, Bobby Short, and Blossom Dearie) he has joined a fifth, Julie Wilson. There are new chapters on
singer-pianists Cleo Brown and Nellie Lutcher, as well as on Carol Sloane, Betty Carter, and David
Frishberg. Perhaps most notable is his extended profile of Alec Wilder, one of America's most lyrical and
moving songwriters and composers.

In the three decades that he has written for The New Yorker, Whitney Balliett has earned the reputation as
America's foremost jazz critic. The late Philip Larkin described him as a "writer who brings jazz journalism
to the verge of poetry," and Gene Lees called him "one of the most graceful essayists in the English language
on any subject." He has an unsurpassed ability to convey in words the sound of a singer's voice, and he
makes readers feel, as one observer put it, that they are "sitting with Balliett and his subject and listening in."
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From reader reviews:

Michael Duckett:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this American Singers: Twenty-seven Portraits in Song, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition
to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Richard McCain:

This American Singers: Twenty-seven Portraits in Song is great publication for you because the content and
that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean
it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having American Singers: Twenty-seven Portraits in Song in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen
minute right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful
do you still doubt in which?

Patrick Taylor:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you study
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along
with soon. The American Singers: Twenty-seven Portraits in Song provide you with new experience in
studying a book.

Kenneth Cunningham:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book American Singers: Twenty-seven Portraits in Song to
make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you
just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about
book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it.
Beside that the reserve American Singers: Twenty-seven Portraits in Song can to be your friend when you're



really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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