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Oral tales establish relationships between storytellers and their listeners. Yet most printed collections of
folktales contain only stories, stripped of the human contexts in which they are told. If storytellers are
mentioned at all, they are rarely consulted about what meanings they see in their tales. In this innovative
book, Indian-American anthropologist Kirin Narayan reproduces twenty-one folktales narrated in a mountain
dialect by a middle-aged Indian village woman, Urmila Devi Sood, or "Urmilaji." The tales are set within the
larger story of Kirin Narayan's research in the Himalayan foothill region of Kangra, and of her growing
friendship with Urmilaji Sood. In turn, Urmilaji Sood supplements her tales with interpretations of the
wisdom that she discerns in their plots. At a moment when the mass-media is flooding through rural India,
Urmilaji Sood asserts the value of her tales which have been told and retold across generations. As she says,
"Television can't teach you these things."
These tales serve as both moral instruction and as beguiling entertainment. The first set of tales, focussing on
women's domestic rituals, lays out guidelines for female devotion and virtue. Here are tales of a pious
washerwoman who brings the dead to life, a female weevil observing fasts for a better rebirth, a barren
woman who adopts a frog and lights ritual oil lamps, and a queen who remains with her husband through
twelve arduous years of affliction. The women performing these rituals and listening to the accompanying
stories are thought to bring good fortune to their marriages, and long life to their relatives. The second set of
tales, associated with passing the time around the fire through long winter nights, are magical adventure
tales. Urmilaji Sood tells of a matchmaker who marries a princess off to a lion, God splitting a boy claimed
by two families into two selves, a prince's journey to the land of the demons, and a girl transformed into a
bird by her stepmother.
In an increasingly interconnected world, anthropologists' authority to depict and theorize about distant
people's lives is under fire. Kirin Narayan seeks solutions to this crisis in anthropology by locating the
exchange of knowledge in a respectful, affectionate collaboration. Through the medium of oral narratives,
Urmilaji Sood describes her own life and lives around her, and through the medium of ethnography Kirin
Narayan shows how broader conclusions emerge from specific, spirited interactions. Set evocatively amid
the changing seasons in a Himalayan foothill village, this pathbreaking book draws a moving portrait of an
accomplished woman storyteller. Mondays on the Dark Night of the Moon offers a window into the joys and
sorrows of women's changing lives in rural India, and reveals the significance of oral storytelling in
nurturing human ties.
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From reader reviews:

Stephanie Sellers:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen throughout you if you take Mondays on the Dark Night of the Moon: Himalayan Foothill
Folktales (Exeter Studies in History) as the daily resource information.

Kelsey Jimenez:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a book. The book Mondays on the Dark Night of the Moon: Himalayan Foothill
Folktales (Exeter Studies in History) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended
this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Patty Scheuerman:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Mondays on the Dark Night of
the Moon: Himalayan Foothill Folktales (Exeter Studies in History), you could enjoy both. It is fine
combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout
people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Kelley Hardy:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from the
book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. With this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for the
Mondays on the Dark Night of the Moon: Himalayan Foothill Folktales (Exeter Studies in History) when



you desired it?
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