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In Obscene Things Naifei Ding intervenes in conventional readings of Jin Ping Mei, an early scandalous
Chinese novel of sexuality and sexual culture. After first appearing around 1590, Jin Ping Mei was circulated
among some of China’s best known writers of the time and subsequently was published in three major
recensions. A 1695 version by Zhang Zhupo became the most widely read and it is this text in particular on
which Ding focuses. Challenging the preconceptions of earlier scholarship, she highlights the fundamental
misogyny inherent in Jin Ping Mei and demonstrates how traditional biases—particularly masculine
biases—continue to inform the concerns of modern criticism and sexual politics.
The story of a seductive bondmaid-concubine, sexual opportunism, domestic intrigue, adultery and death, Jin
Ping Mei has often been critiqued based on the coherence of the text itself. Concentrating instead on the
processes of reading and on the social meaning of this novel, Ding looks at the various ways the tale has
been received since its first dissemination, particularly by critiquing the interpretations offered by
seventeenth-century Ming literati and by twentieth-century scholars. Confronting the gender politics of this
“pornographic” text, she troubles the boundaries between premodern and modern readings by engaging
residual and emergent Chinese gender and hierarchic ideologies.
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From reader reviews:

Brandi Cardoza:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the book untitled Obscene Things: Sexual Politics in Jin Ping
Mei can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Bill Bobby:

The book untitled Obscene Things: Sexual Politics in Jin Ping Mei contain a lot of information on that. The
writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do
not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in
the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading
your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Henry Stanton:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This Obscene Things: Sexual Politics in Jin Ping Mei can give you
a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make a
person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Obscene Things: Sexual Politics in
Jin Ping Mei.

Linda Justice:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Obscene Things: Sexual Politics in Jin Ping
Mei to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when
you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression
about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and
read it. Beside that the guide Obscene Things: Sexual Politics in Jin Ping Mei can to be a newly purchased
friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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