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Although his best-known project was the World Trade Center in New York City, Japanese American
architect Minoru Yamasaki (1912-1986) worked to create moments of surprise, serenity, and delight in
distinctive buildings around the world. In his adopted home of Detroit, where he lived and worked for the
last half of his life, Yamasaki produced many important designs that range from public buildings to offices
and private residences. In Yamasaki in Detroit: A Search for Serenity, author John Gallagher presents both a
biography of Yamasaki-or Yama as he was known-and an examination of his working practices, with an
emphasis on the architect's search for a style that would express his artistic goals.

Gallagher explores Yamasaki's drive to craft tranquil spaces amid bustling cities while other modernists
favored "glass box" designs. He connects Yamasaki's design philosophy to tumultuous personal experiences,
including the architect's efforts to overcome poverty, racial discrimination, and his own inner demons.
Yamasaki in Detroit surveys select projects spanning from the late 1940s to the end of Yamasaki's life,
revealing the unique gardens, pools, plazas, skylight atriums, and other oases of respite in these buildings.
Gallagher includes prominent works like the Michigan Consolidated Gas Building in downtown Detroit,
Temple Beth-El in Bloomfield Township, and landmark buildings on the Wayne State University and
College for Creative Studies campuses, as well as smaller medical clinics, office buildings, and private
homes (including Yamasaki's own residence).

Gallagher consults Yamasaki's own autobiographical writings, architects who worked with Yamasaki in his
firm, and photography from several historic archives to give a full picture of the architect's work and
motivations. Both knowledgeable fans of modernist architecture and general readers will enjoy Yamasaki in
Detroit.
Wayne State University Press gratefully acknowledges the organizations that generously supported the
publication of this book: Friends of Modern and Contemporary Art, Detroit Institute of Arts, Yamasaki, Inc.
and The Office of the Vice President of Research (OVPR) of Wayne State University.
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From reader reviews:

Derrick Minor:

The book Yamasaki in Detroit: A Search for Serenity (Painted Turtle) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for
your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book
Yamasaki in Detroit: A Search for Serenity (Painted Turtle) to be your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You
can know everything if you like start and read a guide Yamasaki in Detroit: A Search for Serenity (Painted
Turtle). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how
do you think about this publication?

Jerome Chisolm:

This Yamasaki in Detroit: A Search for Serenity (Painted Turtle) book is not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you
will get. That Yamasaki in Detroit: A Search for Serenity (Painted Turtle) without we know teach the one
who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry Yamasaki in Detroit: A
Search for Serenity (Painted Turtle) can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Yamasaki in Detroit: A
Search for Serenity (Painted Turtle) having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not
really feel uninterested in reading.

Wesley Binns:

This Yamasaki in Detroit: A Search for Serenity (Painted Turtle) are usually reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The main reason of this Yamasaki in Detroit: A Search for Serenity
(Painted Turtle) can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge.
This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this Yamasaki in Detroit: A Search for Serenity (Painted Turtle) giving you an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Lisa Westra:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Yamasaki in Detroit: A Search



for Serenity (Painted Turtle), you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh
come on its named reading friends.
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