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The 2012 presidential elections represented the second consecutive defeat for the Republican Party, and its
fourth defeat out of the last six presidential elections. In recent years both Republican and Democratic
strategists and pundits have spoken of an emerging Democratic Party "lock" on the Electoral College and
speculated that even in the wake of Republican victories in Congress, presidential candidates are still at a
major disadvantage due to the party's increasing demographic and geographic isolation.

In Altered States, Thomas Holbrook looks at change in party fortunes in presidential elections since 1972,
documenting the magnitude, direction, and consequences of changes in party support in the states. He finds
that the Democrats do not have a "lock" on the Electoral College, but that their position has improved
dramatically over the past forty years in a number of formerly competitive or Republican-leaning states in
the Northeast, Southeast, and Southwest. Republican candidates have made many fewer gains, mostly
improving their position in "misplaced," formerly Democratic states, such as Kentucky and West Virginia, or
in already deeply Republican states in the Plains and Mountain West. Holbrook looks at the ways that
changes in the racial and ethnic composition of the state electorates, internal (state to state) and external
(foreign born) migratory patterns, and changes in other key demographic and political characteristics drive
these changes. Additionally, he explores the ways in which increasing partisan polarization at the national
level has altered group-based party linkages and contributed to changes in party support at the state level.
These factors, along with an increasingly inefficient distribution of Republican votes, have converted what
was once a Republican edge in electoral votes to an advantage for Democratic presidential candidates.
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From reader reviews:

Fernande Hairston:

Typically the book Altered States: Changing Populations, Changing Parties, and the Transformation of the
American Political Landscape will bring someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author
style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book very
suitable to you. The book Altered States: Changing Populations, Changing Parties, and the Transformation of
the American Political Landscape is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from
your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Michael Roberts:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
actually Altered States: Changing Populations, Changing Parties, and the Transformation of the American
Political Landscape.

Helen Velez:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Altered States: Changing Populations, Changing
Parties, and the Transformation of the American Political Landscape can be the answer, oh how comes? The
new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Jeffry Yanez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So
you know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Different
categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Altered States:
Changing Populations, Changing Parties, and the Transformation of the American Political Landscape.
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