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Why should the law care about enforcing contracts? We tend to think of a contract as the legal embodiment
of a moral obligation to keep a promise. When two parties enter into a transaction, they are obligated as
moral beings to play out the transaction in the way that both parties expect. But this overlooks a broader
understanding of the moral possibilities of the market. Just as Shakespeare’s Shylock can stand on his
contract with Antonio not because Antonio is bound by honor but because the enforcement of contracts is
seen as important to maintaining a kind of social arrangement, today’s contracts serve a fundamental role in
the functioning of society.

With The Dignity of Commerce, Nathan B. Oman argues persuasively that well-functioning markets are
morally desirable in and of themselves and thus a fit object of protection through contract law. Markets,
Oman shows, are about more than simple economic efficiency. To do business with others, we must
demonstrate understanding of and satisfy their needs. This ability to see the world from another’s point of
view inculcates key virtues that support a liberal society. Markets also provide a context in which people can
peacefully cooperate in the absence of political, religious, or ideological agreement. Finally, the material
prosperity generated by commerce has an ameliorative effect on a host of social ills, from racial
discrimination to environmental destruction.

The first book to place the moral status of the market at the center of the justification for contract law, The
Dignity of Commerce is sure to elicit serious discussion about this central area of legal studies.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Jones:

The book The Dignity of Commerce: Markets and the Moral Foundations of Contract Law gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can
being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can
make reading through a book The Dignity of Commerce: Markets and the Moral Foundations of Contract
Law to get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase
your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read
a publication The Dignity of Commerce: Markets and the Moral Foundations of Contract Law. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about
this reserve?

Scott Roche:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Dignity of Commerce: Markets and the
Moral Foundations of Contract Law book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course
the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Virginia Hause:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is
this The Dignity of Commerce: Markets and the Moral Foundations of Contract Law.

Curtis Hernandez:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is definitely The Dignity of Commerce: Markets and the Moral Foundations of Contract Law.
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