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Interpreting the Republic focuses on contemporary French literary and cinematic works (1986-2003) that
reflect on what it means to belong to a nation such as France by giving voice to those who find themselves
marginalized by French society. While citizenship and belonging can be, and indeed are, interpreted
differently depending on the socio-cultural and political context, it is the foundational universalist republican
principle of egalitarianism that has remained the sacred cow of French society. One of the major claims of
this study is that the rigidity of French national discourse that attempts to impose a certain homogeneity in its
official identificatory practices—all citizens are French, and thus difference (ethnic, sexual or other) ceases
to matter—is but one of the many possible interpretations of the notion of the Republic. Vinay Swamy seeks
to show how such supposedly unshakeable principles, too, can be, and often are, reinterpreted in novel ways
by the works analyzed in this study, which carve out niches for their protagonists that are otherwise
foreclosed in the French national space.
Swamy examines the different tactics of identification deployed in works ranging from early "romans beurs"
by Azouz Begag, Farida Belghoul and Soraya Nini, and Allah Superstar, the 2003 satirical novel by Y.B., to
a number of films including Gazon maudit (1995), Ma vie en rose (1997), Le Placard (2001), Chouchou
(2003), all of which (re)interpret the Republic in an effort to legitimize their protagonists' otherwise
marginalized social position(s). He demonstrates how all these works put pressure, in a variety of ways, on
an unacknowledged understanding of the institutional positions.
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From reader reviews:

John Armstead:

With other case, little people like to read book Interpreting the Republic: Marginalization and Belonging in
Contemporary French Novels and Films. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long
as we know about how is important a book Interpreting the Republic: Marginalization and Belonging in
Contemporary French Novels and Films. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world
by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You
need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Mary Stock:

The book Interpreting the Republic: Marginalization and Belonging in Contemporary French Novels and
Films give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more
increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem together with
your subject. If you can make studying a book Interpreting the Republic: Marginalization and Belonging in
Contemporary French Novels and Films for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if
you like start and read a guide Interpreting the Republic: Marginalization and Belonging in Contemporary
French Novels and Films. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or
other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Ruby Chartrand:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Interpreting the Republic: Marginalization and Belonging in
Contemporary French Novels and Films why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards
to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as
well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Richard Kowalski:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will
get it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Interpreting the Republic: Marginalization and
Belonging in Contemporary French Novels and Films can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look
at this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This
specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably



your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me
have Interpreting the Republic: Marginalization and Belonging in Contemporary French Novels and Films.
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