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The presence of the orthopedically impaired body in art is so pervasive that, paradoxically, it has failed to
attract the attention of most art historians. In Picturing the Lame in Italian Art from Antiquity to the Modern
Era, Livio Pestilli investigates the changing meaning that images of individuals with limited mobility
acquired through the centuries. This study evinces that in distinct opposition to the practice of classical
artists, who manifested a lack of interest in the subject of lameness since it was considered 'a defect or a
deformity' and deformity a 'want of measure, which is always unsightly,' their Early Christian counterparts
depicted them profusely, because images of the miraculous healing of the lame became the reassuring sign of
universal acceptance and the promise of a more equitable existence in this life or the next. In the Middle
Ages, instead, when voluntary poverty came to be associated with the necessary condition of faithfulness to
Christ, the indigent lame, along with others who were forced to beg for a living, became the image of the
alter Christus. This view was to change in the Renaissance and Baroque periods, when, with the resurgence
of classical and Pauline ideals that condemned the idle, representations of the orthopedically impaired
became associated with swindlers, freeloaders and parasites. This fascinating story came basically to an end
in the Eighteenth century when, with the revival of the Greek ideal of the Beautiful, the lame gradually left
center stage to be relegated again to the margins of the visual arts.
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From reader reviews:

Velda Thornley:

Often the book Picturing the Lame in Italian Art from Antiquity to the Modern Era will bring you to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Picturing the Lame in Italian Art from Antiquity
to the Modern Era is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web
site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Nancy Wiersma:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Picturing the Lame in Italian Art from
Antiquity to the Modern Era book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can
be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question Picturing the Lame in
Italian Art from Antiquity to the Modern Era as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content.
This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth
sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.

Evelyn Nielson:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is Picturing the Lame in Italian Art from Antiquity to the Modern Era
this e-book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented
how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book
suitable all of you.

Lawrence Gibbs:

You can obtain this Picturing the Lame in Italian Art from Antiquity to the Modern Era by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties
for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition
can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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