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A key figure in the development of Western literature, the Greek poet Theocritus of Syracuse, was the
inventor of "bucolic" or pastoral poetry in the first half of the third century BC. These vignettes of country
life, which center on competitions of song and love are the foundational poems of the western pastoral
tradition. They were the principal model for Virgil in the Eclogues and their influence can be seen in the
work of Petrarch and Milton. Although it is the pastoral poems for which he is chiefly famous, Theocritus
also wrote hymns to the gods, brilliant mime depictions of everyday life, short narrative epics, epigrams, and
encomia of the powerful. The great variety of his poems illustrates the rich and flourishing poetic culture of
what was a golden age of Greek poetry.
Based on the original Greek text, this accurate and fluent translation is the only edition of the complete Idylls
currently in print. It includes an accessible introduction by Richard Hunter that describes what is known of
Theocritus, the poetic tradition and Theocritus' innovations and what exactly is meant by "bucolic" poetry.

About the Series: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the broadest spectrum
of literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, voluminous notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and
much more.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Baird:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Idylls (Oxford
World's Classics)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time
along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you
have other opinion?

Heidi Odom:

The book Idylls (Oxford World's Classics) can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book Idylls (Oxford World's Classics)? Several of you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each
other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Idylls (Oxford World's Classics) has simple shape but the truth
is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read
a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Dustin Kellett:

The actual book Idylls (Oxford World's Classics) will bring someone to the new experience of reading a new
book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book
very suited to you. The book Idylls (Oxford World's Classics) is much recommended to you to learn. You
can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Refugio Kennedy:

This Idylls (Oxford World's Classics) is completely new way for you who has attention to look for some
information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or
else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Idylls (Oxford World's Classics) can be the
light food for yourself because the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books
acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that
in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading
a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't
miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.
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