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Does art that depicts violence generate more violence? Taking up a question that touches on contemporary
developments such as gangsta rap and schoolyard shootings, John H. McDowell provides an in-depth study
of a body of poetry that takes violence as its subject: the Mexican ballad form known as the corrido.
McDowell concentrates on the corrido tradition in Costa Chica, where the ethnic mix includes a strong
African-Mexican, or Afro-mestizo, component. Through interviews with corrido composers and performers,
both male and female, and a generous sampling of ballad texts, McDowell reveals a living vernacular
tradition that amounts to a chronicle of local and regional rivalries. Focusing on the tragic corrido with its
stories of heroic mortal encounter, McDowell examines the intersection of poetry and violence from three
perspectives. He explores the contention that poetry celebrates violence, perhaps thereby perpetuating it, by
glorifying for receptive audiences the deeds of past heroes. He discerns a regulatory voice within the corrido
that places violent behavior within the confines of a moral universe, distinguishing legitimate from
illegitimate forms of violence. Finally, he contends that poetry can be a healing force that helps sustain the
community in the wake of violent events. A detailed case study with broad social and cultural implications,
Poetry and Violence is a compelling commentary on violence as human experience and as communicative
action. This volume comes with a CD of corrido music taken from live performances in Costa Chica.
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From reader reviews:

Serafina Hayes:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Poetry and Violence:
The Ballad Tradition of Mexico's Costa Chica (Music in American Life) is kind of e-book which is giving
the reader unstable experience.

Louise Rosenbaum:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Poetry and
Violence: The Ballad Tradition of Mexico's Costa Chica (Music in American Life) suitable to you? The
particular book was written by famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled Poetry and Violence:
The Ballad Tradition of Mexico's Costa Chica (Music in American Life)is the main one of several books
which everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you
will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in
the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a
great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Tony Sanford:

Often the book Poetry and Violence: The Ballad Tradition of Mexico's Costa Chica (Music in American
Life) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
written by the very famous author. The author makes some research previous to write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Daisy Harris:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of
book Poetry and Violence: The Ballad Tradition of Mexico's Costa Chica (Music in American Life). You
can contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and
make you actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring
you from one spot to other place.
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