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A comparative philosophical consideration of the extremes of humanism, or "Titanism," this book critiques
trends in Eastern and Western philosophy and examines solutions to them.

This work in comparative philosophy uses the concept of Titanism to critique certain trends in both Eastern
and Western philosophy. Titanism is an extreme form of humanism in which human beings take on divine
attributes and prerogatives. The author finds the most explicit forms of spiritual Titanism in the Jaina,
Samkhya, and Yoga traditions, where yogis claim powers and knowledge that in the West are only attributed
to God. These philosophies are also radically dualistic, and liberation involves a complete transcendence of
the body, society, and nature. Five types of spiritual Titanism are identified; and, in addition to this typology,
a heuristic based on Nietzsche's three metamorphoses of camel, lion, and child is offered. The book
determines that answers to spiritual Titanism begin not only with the Hindu Goddess religion, but also are
found in Buddhism, Confucianism, and Daoism, especially Zen Buddhism and Confucianism.

"The act of cross-cultural comparison, particularly in religious studies, is an art that once flourished but is
now routinely challenged from a whole host of technical and specialist fronts. Gier's text, essentially a
comprehensive essay of normative comparative philosophy, is especially refreshing in such a world, as it
effectively brings together an impressive range of scholarship (Western philosophy and theology,
comparative mythology, Jaina, Hindu, Buddhist, Daoist, and Confucian Studies) to create a truly
comparative text with a distinct, original, philosophically and religiously important thesis. Gier's category of
'Titanism,' which functions as an ethical critique of mystical religiosities from the standpoint of a
constructive postmodern and humanistic standpoint, enables him to accomplish this synthetic and normative
feat, and to do it in a way that does not collapse the very real differences between these traditions into a
simplistic perennialism or universalism. This is one of the few books that I have read that actually makes
sense of what a 'postmodern' perspective is and how it might function. This is no mean accomplishment." --
Jeffrey J. Kripal, author of Kali's Child: The Mystical and the Erotic in the Life and Teachings of
Ramakrishna
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From reader reviews:

Jeremiah Burroughs:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or maybe
their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their proficiency
in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this Spiritual Titanism:
Indian, Chinese, and Western Perspectives (S U N Y Series in Constructive Postmodern Thought).

Patricia Nebeker:

The particular book Spiritual Titanism: Indian, Chinese, and Western Perspectives (S U N Y Series in
Constructive Postmodern Thought) has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can
get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research before
write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this
article book.

Ronald Johnson:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find publication that need
more time to be read. Spiritual Titanism: Indian, Chinese, and Western Perspectives (S U N Y Series in
Constructive Postmodern Thought) can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have
those short time problems.

Steven Ward:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Spiritual Titanism: Indian, Chinese, and Western
Perspectives (S U N Y Series in Constructive Postmodern Thought) was colourful and of course has pictures
on the website. As we know that book Spiritual Titanism: Indian, Chinese, and Western Perspectives (S U N
Y Series in Constructive Postmodern Thought) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not
at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best
book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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