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A visceral, hundred-year history of the vast Russian penal colony.

 
It was known as 'the vast prison without a roof.' From the beginning of the nineteenth century until the
Russian Revolution, the tsars exiled more than one million prisoners and their families beyond the Ural
Mountains to Siberia.  Daniel Beer illuminates both the brutal realities of this inhuman system and the tragic
and inspiring fates of those who endured it. Here are the vividly told stories of petty criminals and mass
murderers, bookish radicals and violent terrorists, fugitives and bounty hunters, and the innocent women and
children who followed their husbands and fathers into exile.

Siberia was intended to serve not only as a dumping ground for criminals but also as a colony. Just as exile
would purge Russia of its villains so too would it purge villains of their vices. In theory, Russia’s most
unruly criminals would be transformed into hardy frontiersmen and settlers. But in reality, the system
peopled Siberia with an army of destitute and desperate vagabonds who visited a plague of crime on the
indigenous population.  Even the aim of securing law and order in the rest of the Empire met with disaster:
Expecting Siberia also to provide the ultimate quarantine against rebellion, the tsars condemned generations
of republicans, nationalists and socialists to oblivion thousands of kilometers from Moscow. Over the
nineteenth century, however, these political exiles transformed Siberia's mines, settlements and penal forts
into a virtual laboratory of revolution. Exile became the defining experience for the men and women who
would one day rule the Soviet Union.

Unearthing a treasure trove of new archival evidence, this masterly and original work tells the epic story of
Russia's struggle to govern its prison continent and Siberia's own decisive influence on the political forces of
the modern world. In The House of the Dead, Daniel Beer brings to light a dark and gripping reality of
mythic proportions.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Hopkins:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that
question mainly because just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this The House of the Dead:
Siberian Exile Under the Tsars to read.

Betty Young:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The House of the Dead: Siberian Exile
Under the Tsars reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could
be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism The House of the Dead:
Siberian Exile Under the Tsars as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one
reserve that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to
pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to
yet another sixth sense.

Joycelyn Chambers:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The House of the Dead: Siberian Exile
Under the Tsars can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have
than the others?

Ricardo Kiernan:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. Through the book The House of the Dead: Siberian Exile Under the Tsars we can take more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this
book The House of the Dead: Siberian Exile Under the Tsars. You can more attractive than now.
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