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A system can describe what we see (the solar system), operate a computer (Windows 10), or be made on a
page (the fourteen engineered lines of a sonnet). In this book, Clifford Siskin shows that system is best
understood as a genre -- a form that works physically in the world to mediate our efforts to understand it.
Indeed, many Enlightenment authors published works they called "system" to compete with the essay and
the treatise. Drawing on the history of system from Galileo's "message from the stars" and Newton's "system
of the world" to today's "computational universe," Siskin illuminates the role that the genre of system has
played in the shaping and reshaping of modern knowledge.

Previous engagements with systems have involved making them, using them, or imagining better ones.
Siskin offers an innovative perspective by investigating system itself. He considers the past and present,
moving from the "system of the world" to "a world full of systems." He traces the turn to system in the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, and describes this primary form of Enlightenment as a mediator of
political, cultural, and social modernity -- pointing to the moment when people began to "blame the system"
for working both too well ("you can't beat the system") and not well enough (it always seems to "break
down"). Throughout, his touchstones are: what system is and how it has changed; how it has mediated
knowledge; and how it has worked in the world.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Cancel:

The book System: The Shaping of Modern Knowledge (Infrastructures) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book
System: The Shaping of Modern Knowledge (Infrastructures)? Wide variety you have a different opinion
about guide. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book System: The Shaping of Modern Knowledge (Infrastructures) has simple
shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open
and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Sylvia Cunningham:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for all of us. The book System: The Shaping of Modern Knowledge
(Infrastructures) was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The book System: The Shaping of Modern Knowledge
(Infrastructures) is not only giving you more new information but also for being your friend when you feel
bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book
System: The Shaping of Modern Knowledge (Infrastructures). You never truly feel lose out for everything in
case you read some books.

Eva Pham:

Typically the book System: The Shaping of Modern Knowledge (Infrastructures) will bring you to definitely
the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book System: The Shaping of Modern
Knowledge (Infrastructures) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Alan Robert:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book System: The Shaping of Modern Knowledge
(Infrastructures) to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when
you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling
about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and
read it. Beside that the reserve System: The Shaping of Modern Knowledge (Infrastructures) can to be a
newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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