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Thirteen Ways of Looking: A Novella and Three Stories Colum McCann
NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY CHICAGO TRIBUNE AND ONE
OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New York Times Book Review • NPR • Los Angeles
Times • The Boston Globe • The Seattle Times • The Independent

In such acclaimed novels as Let the Great World Spin and TransAtlantic, National Book Award–winning
author Colum McCann has transfixed readers with his precision, tenderness, and authority. Now, in his first
collection of short fiction in more than a decade, McCann charts the territory of chance, and the profound
and intimate consequences of even our smallest moments.

“As it was, it was like being set down in the best of poems, carried into a cold landscape, blindfolded,
turned around, unblindfolded, forced, then, to invent new ways of seeing.”

In the exuberant title novella, a retired judge reflects on his life’s work, unaware as he goes about his daily
routines that this particular morning will be his last. In “Sh’khol,” a mother spending Christmas alone with
her son confronts the unthinkable when he disappears while swimming off the coast near their home in
Ireland. In “Treaty,” an elderly nun catches a snippet of a news report in which it is revealed that the man
who once kidnapped and brutalized her is alive, masquerading as an agent of peace. And in “What Time Is It
Now, Where You Are?” a writer constructs a story about a Marine in Afghanistan calling home on New
Year’s Eve.

Deeply personal, subtly subversive, at times harrowing, and indeed funny, yet also full of comfort, Thirteen
Ways of Looking is a striking achievement. With unsurpassed empathy for his characters and their inner
lives, Colum McCann forges from their stories a profound tribute to our search for meaning and grace. The
collection is a rumination on the power of storytelling in a world where language and memory can
sometimes falter, but in the end do not fail us, and a contemplation of the healing power of literature.

Praise for Thirteen Ways of Looking

“Extraordinary . . . incandescent.”—Chicago Tribune

“The irreducible mystery of human experience ties this small collection together, and in each of these stories
McCann explores that theme in some strikingly effective ways. . . . [The first story] is as fascinating as it is
poignant. . . . [The second] captures the mundane and mysterious aspects of shaping characters from the gray
clay of words, placing them in realistic settings and breathing life into their lungs. . . . That he makes the
story so emotionally compelling is a sign of his genius. . . . The most remarkable [piece] is Sh’khol. . . .
Caught in the rushing currents of this drama, you know you’re reading a little masterpiece.”—The
Washington Post

“McCann is a writer of power and subtlety and beauty. . . . The powerful title story loiters in the mind long
after you’ve read it.”—Sarah Lyall, The New York Times

“[McCann] unspools complex and unforgettable stories in this, his first collection in more than a
decade.”—The Boston Globe



“McCann is a passionate writer whose impulse is always toward a generous understanding of his diverse
characters.”—The Wall Street Journal

“Powerful, profound, and deeply empathetic, McCann’s beautifully wrought writing in Thirteen Ways of
Looking glides off the page.”—BuzzFeed

“McCann weaves the magic that made Let the Great World Spin so acclaimed.”—The Huffington Post

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Howe:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question because just their can
do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Thirteen Ways of Looking: A Novella and
Three Stories to read.

Federico Hayward:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Thirteen Ways of Looking:
A Novella and Three Stories that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only
for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want
to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick Thirteen Ways of Looking: A Novella and
Three Stories become your starter.

Pearl Dyson:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Thirteen Ways of Looking: A Novella and Three Stories
why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you.
The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.

Diana Johnson:

This Thirteen Ways of Looking: A Novella and Three Stories is great guide for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Thirteen
Ways of Looking: A Novella and Three Stories in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it
is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but



this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that
will?
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