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Thereis perhaps no more critical juncture in American history than the yearsin which Americans drafted the
federal Constitution, fiercely debated its merits and failings, and adopted it, albeit with reservations. In
Contested Conventions, senior historian Melvin Y azawa examines the political and ideological clashes that
accompanied the transformation of the country from aloose confederation of states to a more perfect union.

Treating the 1787—-1789 period as awhole, the book highlights the contingent nature of the struggle to
establish the Constitution and brings into focus the overriding concern of the framers and ratifiers, who
struggled to counter what Alexander Hamilton identified as the "centrifugal” forces driving Americans
toward a disastrous disunion. This concern inspired the delegates in Philadel phia to resolve through
compromise the two most divisive confrontations of the Constitutional Convention?representation in the new
Congress and slavery?and was instrumental in gaining ratification even in states where Antifederalist
delegates comprised a substantial majority.

Arguing that the debates over ratification reflected competing ideas about the meaning of American
nationhood, Y azawa illuminates the nature of the crisis that necessitated the meeting at Philadelphiain the
first place. Contested Conventions is a cohesive and compelling account of the defining issues that led to the
establishment of the Constitution; it should appeal to history students and scholars alike.
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From reader reviews:
Debbie Siegel:

The book Contested Conventions: The Struggle to Establish the Constitution and Save the Union, 1787-1789
gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can utilize to make your capable much more
increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject.
If you can make studying a book Contested Conventions: The Struggle to Establish the Constitution and
Save the Union, 1787-1789 for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own
capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you
like start and read a e-book Contested Conventions: The Struggle to Establish the Constitution and Save the
Union, 1787-1789. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others.
So, how do you think about this guide?

Tonya Sewdll:

The book Contested Conventions: The Struggle to Establish the Constitution and Save the Union, 1787-1789
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why
must we leave a good thing like a book Contested Conventions: The Struggle to Establish the Constitution
and Save the Union, 1787-1789? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which
book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these.
Book Contested Conventions: The Struggle to Establish the Constitution and Save the Union, 1787-1789 has
simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can search the enormous world
by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Betty Walsh:

The knowledge that you get from Contested Conventions: The Struggle to Establish the Constitution and
Save the Union, 1787-1789 is the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more
you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Contested Conventions:
The Struggle to Establish the Constitution and Save the Union, 1787-1789 giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read this
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book aso makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We advise you for having this specific Contested Conventions: The Struggle to Establish
the Constitution and Save the Union, 1787-1789 instantly.

JamesKyles:

Isit you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just resting
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Contested Conventions. The Struggle to Establish the



Constitution and Save the Union, 1787-1789 can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so

out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new erais common not a geek activity. So what
these ebooks have than the others?
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