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Drawing on his own experience as an award-winning reporter and TV producer and through illuminating
interviews with journalists and producers who have worked on presidential debates, Alan Schroeder sheds
new light on every debate from 1960 to the present. From the selection of questioners to the camera angles,
from issues of makeup to lighting and stage set, Schroeder shows how decisions are made that influence
every aspect of what the audience perceives. Presidential Debates: Forty Years of High-Risk TV takes
readers on a fascinating backstage tour, approaching the debates within the framework of the fundamental
steps to which TV producers adhere: preproduction, production, and postproduction. Calling upon behind-
the-scenes stories from seven campaign seasons, Schroeder illustrates how the live component of the
debates, far from diminishing dramatic potential, increases our anticipation -- not least because of viewer
curiosity to watch one candidate make a grave error and go down in flames.

Presidential Debates illuminates such details as:

• the elaborate attempts to offset height discrepancies between candidates, such as the "belt buckle
compromise" between Carter and Ford mandating the height of the candidates' respective podiums;

• the full story behind debate moderator Bernard Shaw's infamous question to Michael Dukakis about his
wife being hypothetically raped and murdered; and

• the calculation and faux-spontaneity of Reagan's influential quip, "There you go again," which effectively
dismissed Carter's pointed accusations about health care.

With innumerable behind-the-scenes stories about the candidates, their advisers, the on-air correspondents,
the producers, and other backstage lore, Schroeder illustrates how, like all forms of television, debates
combine artifice with truth. An unusual blend of civics and show biz, the presidential debates are revealed
here as both carefully scripted rituals and opportunities for the totally unexpected.
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From reader reviews:

Morris Whitfield:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This Presidential Debates is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this
era.

Douglas Stevens:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy
read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Presidential Debates is kind of reserve
which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Jessica Jackson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be read.
Presidential Debates can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short free time
problems.

Jonathan Hickman:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Presidential Debates to make
your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about
book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and go through
it. Beside that the publication Presidential Debates can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel
alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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