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Renovating Russia is a richly comparative investigation of late Imperial and early Soviet medico-scientific
theories of moral and social disorder. Daniel Beer argues that in the late Imperial years liberal psychiatrists,
psychologists, and criminologists grappled with an intractable dilemma. They sought to renovate Russia, to
forge a modern enlightened society governed by the rule of law, but they feared the backwardness,
irrationality, and violent potential of the Russian masses. Situating their studies of degeneration, crime,
mental illness, and crowd psychology in a pan-European context, Beer shows how liberals' fears of societal
catastrophe were only heightened by the effects of industrial modernization and the rise of mass politics.

In the wake of the orgy of violence that swept the Empire in the 1905 Revolution, these intellectual elites
increasingly put their faith in coercive programs of scientific social engineering. Their theories survived
liberalism's political defeat in 1917 and meshed with the Bolsheviks' radical project for social
transformation. They came to sanction the application of violent transformative measures against entire
classes, culminating in the waves of state repression that accompanied forced industrialization and
collectivization. Renovating Russia thus offers a powerful revisionist challenge to established views of the
fate of liberalism in the Russian Revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Misty Barrientos:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Renovating Russia: The Human Sciences
and the Fate of Liberal Modernity, 1880-1930 is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Stephen Williams:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Renovating
Russia: The Human Sciences and the Fate of Liberal Modernity, 1880-1930 suitable to you? Typically the
book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled Renovating Russia: The Human
Sciences and the Fate of Liberal Modernity, 1880-1930is a single of several books in which everyone read
now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the
new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of
people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about
this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Beverly Ingram:

Typically the book Renovating Russia: The Human Sciences and the Fate of Liberal Modernity, 1880-1930
has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was
written by the very famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. This specific
book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Eddie Drennan:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the
item when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Renovating Russia: The
Human Sciences and the Fate of Liberal Modernity, 1880-1930 to make your current reading is interesting.
Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward
book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is
to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the book Renovating
Russia: The Human Sciences and the Fate of Liberal Modernity, 1880-1930 can to be a newly purchased
friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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