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The Soviet Union was the first nation to allow women pilots to fly combat missions. During World War II
the Red Air Force formed three all-female units - grouped into separate fighter, dive bomber and night
bomber regiments - while also recruiting other women to fly with mostly male units. Their story, fully
recounted by Reina Pennington, honours this group of fearless and determined women. Pennington
chronicles the creation, organization and leadership of these regiments as well as the experiences of the
pilots, navigators, bomb loaders, mechanics, and others who made up their ranks, all within the context of
the Soviet air war on the Eastern Front. These regiments flew a combined total of more than 30,000 combat
sorties, produced at least 30 Heroes of the Soviet Union, and included at least two fighter aces. Among their
ranks were women like Marina Raskova ("the Soviet Ameila Earhart"), a renowned aviator who persuaded
Stalin in 1941 to establish the all-women regiments; the daredevil "night witches" who flew ramshackle
biplanes on nocturnal bombing missions over German frontlines; and fighter aces like Liliia Litviak, whose
12 "kills" are largely unknown in the West. Here, too, is the story of Alexander Gridnev, a fighter pilot twice
arrested by the Soviet secret police before he was chosen to command the women's fighter regiment.
Pennington draws upon personal interviews and the Soviet archives to detail the recruitment, training and
combat lives of these women. Mixing anecdote with analysis, her work should find a wide readership among
scholars and buffs interested in the history of aviation, World War II, or the Russian military as well as
anyone concerned with the contentious debates surrounding military and combat service for women.
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From reader reviews:

Kimi Frantz:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Wings, Women, and War: Soviet Airwomen in World War II Combat
(Modern War Studies).

John Davis:

Wings, Women, and War: Soviet Airwomen in World War II Combat (Modern War Studies) can be one of
your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has
good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Wings, Women, and War: Soviet Airwomen in World War II Combat (Modern War
Studies) although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial considering.

Katherine Clark:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Wings, Women, and War: Soviet
Airwomen in World War II Combat (Modern War Studies) reserve written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger
then you still question Wings, Women, and War: Soviet Airwomen in World War II Combat (Modern War
Studies) as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can
break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Rodney Natale:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Wings, Women, and War: Soviet Airwomen in
World War II Combat (Modern War Studies) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to
see it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to
start a book and learn it. Beside that the book Wings, Women, and War: Soviet Airwomen in World War II



Combat (Modern War Studies) can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of this time.
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