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Four hundred years ago, on 25 September 1608, the lens maker Hans Lipperhey from Middelburg in the
Netherlands traveled to The Hague to apply for a patent regarding his invention of the "spyglass". The
Commander in Chief of the Dutch armed forces, Prince Maurice of Nassau, was quite impressed. However,
since the instrument could be easily copied, Lipperhey was not granted the patent. Nevertheless, within a
year Galileo Galilei aimed a telescope that he had built based on the principals of Lipperhey's device on the
skies, forever changing the way astronomy was done.

To celebrate the invention of the telescope and the resulting developments, Leiden Observatory, in
cooperation with ESTEC, organized an international meeting on "400 Years of Astronomical Telescopes".
The meeting took place from 29 September - 2 October 2008 at the ESTEC conference centre. This book
presents the highlights of this meeting under the following categories: History of Optical Telescopes, History
of Non-Optical Telescopes, Miscellaneous Aspects and Projects, Fundamental Telescope Technologies,
Political and Sociological Aspects, Perspectives for Future Telescopes.

The topical reviews have been written by internationally recognized leaders of the field. This book is
intended as a first reference to many technical, historical and social aspects concerning astronomical
telescopes. It is equally well suited to professional astronomers as to the interested public.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Warfield:

The event that you get from 400 Years of Astronomical Telescopes: A Review of History, Science and
Technology may be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get
interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but 400 Years of Astronomical
Telescopes: A Review of History, Science and Technology giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because
the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it
is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this specific 400 Years of Astronomical Telescopes: A Review of History, Science and Technology
instantly.

John Judge:

This 400 Years of Astronomical Telescopes: A Review of History, Science and Technology tend to be
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this 400 Years of Astronomical
Telescopes: A Review of History, Science and Technology can be one of several great books you must have
is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that might be
will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this 400 Years of Astronomical Telescopes:
A Review of History, Science and Technology giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and
enjoy reading.

Jared Williams:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be 400 Years of Astronomical Telescopes: A Review of
History, Science and Technology why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Carl Johnson:

Beside this particular 400 Years of Astronomical Telescopes: A Review of History, Science and Technology
in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people
live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have 400 Years of Astronomical Telescopes: A Review of



History, Science and Technology because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at
times have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have
this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!
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