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Amazons in the Drawing Room presents a comprehensive and definitive analysis of the life and art of
Romaine Brooks, reproducing for the first time in color thirty-four of the forty nudes and portraits she
painted, as well as thirty-seven automatic pen-and-ink drawings. The first female painter since Artemisia
Gentileschi in the seventeenth century to portray an ideal of heroic femininity, Romaine Brooks (1874-
1970), like her contemporary Gwen John, shaped an image of the androgynous New Woman for the
twentieth century.

An American born in Rome, Brooks spent most of her life in Paris. After a brief but passionate romance with
the poet Gabriel D'Annunzio, with whom she maintained a lifelong friendship, she turned to relationships
with women and to art to express her emerging self. For many years the companion of Natalie Barney, whom
the artist depicted as L'Amazone in one of her most famous portraits, Brooks belonged to the international
lesbian community that included Compton and Faith MacKenzie, Renée Vivien, Radclyffe Hall (who
immortalized Brooks as the barely fictionalized American painter Venetia Ford in The Forge), and Una,
Lady Troubridge.

The milieu Brooks chose was the privileged, often eccentric demi-monde of wealthy aristocrats and
expatriate writers, artists, intellectuals, and performers who gathered in Rome, London, Capri, Paris, and
Florence. The social circles she traveled in included Somerset Maugham, Norman Douglas, Charles Freer,
Count Robert de Montesquiou, Jean Cocteau, Augustus John, Carl Van Vechten, and Ida Rubenstein, several
of whom were subjects for Brooks's portraits.

Amazons in the Drawing Room, published in conjunction with a major traveling exhibition of Brooks's
work--the first since 1971--opening at the National Museum of Women in the Arts in June 2000, provides a
fresh context to view Brooks's haunting and compelling art. Whitney Chadwick's overview of Brooks's life
and artistic focus and Joe Luchesi's examination of Brooks's portraits and photographs of Russian dancer Ida
Rubenstein bring into sharp focus the complex artistic, literary, and political influences that shaped Brooks's
sensibility and approach to portraiture.
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From reader reviews:

George Cardenas:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read will be Amazons in the Drawing Room: The Art of Romaine Brooks.

Marie Avis:

Amazons in the Drawing Room: The Art of Romaine Brooks can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Amazons
in the Drawing Room: The Art of Romaine Brooks nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Janice Wilson:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the top
listing in your reading list is definitely Amazons in the Drawing Room: The Art of Romaine Brooks. This
book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking
right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Rayford Alexander:

You can obtain this Amazons in the Drawing Room: The Art of Romaine Brooks by visit the bookstore or
Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply
by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways
for you.
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