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Today it is widely recognized that gay men played a prominent role in defining the culture of mid-twentieth-
century America, with such icons as Tennessee Williams, Edward Albee, Aaron Copland, Samuel Barber,
Montgomery Clift, and Rock Hudson defining much of what seemed distinctly "American" on the stage and
screen. Even though few gay artists were "out," their sexuality caused significant anxiety during a time of
rampant antihomosexual attitudes. Michael Sherry offers a sophisticated analysis of the tension between the
nation's simultaneous dependence on and fear of the cultural influence of gay artists.

Sherry places conspiracy theories about the "homintern" (homosexual international) taking control and
debasing American culture within the paranoia of the time that included anticommunism, anti-Semitism, and
racism. Gay artists, he argues, helped shape a lyrical, often nationalist version of American modernism that
served the nation's ambitions to create a cultural empire and win the Cold War. Their success made them
valuable to the country's cultural empire but also exposed them to rising antigay sentiment voiced even at the
highest levels of power (for example, by President Richard Nixon). Only late in the twentieth century, Sherry
concludes, did suspicion slowly give way to an uneasy accommodation of gay artists' place in American life.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Caves:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book Gay Artists in Modern American
Culture: An Imagined Conspiracy. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for
the internet resources or other social media.

Helen Mota:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Gay Artists in Modern American Culture: An Imagined
Conspiracy why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint
an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Michael Dennison:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Gay Artists in Modern American Culture: An
Imagined Conspiracy can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have point
that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have Gay Artists in
Modern American Culture: An Imagined Conspiracy.

Brenda Luna:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Gay Artists in Modern American
Culture: An Imagined Conspiracy to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially
opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Gay Artists in Modern
American Culture: An Imagined Conspiracy can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience
alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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