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Life Before Birth provides a coherent framework for addressing bioethical issues in which the moral status
of embryos and fetuses is relevant. It is based on the "interest view" which ascribes moral standing to beings
with interests, and connects the possession of interests with the capacity for conscious awareness or
sentience. The theoretical framework is applied to ethical and legal topics, including abortion, prenatal torts,
wrongful life, the crime of feticide, substance abuse by pregnant women, compulsory cesareans, assisted
reproduction, and stem cell research. Along the way, difficult philosophical problems, such as identity and
the non-identity problem are thoroughly explored. The book will be of interest not only to philosophers, but
also physicians, lawyers, policy makers, and anyone perplexed by the many difficulties surrounding the
unborn.

"Bonnie Steinbock's excellent book is . . . consistent, thoroughgoing, and intelligible." --Nature

"Steinbock's book is valuable for all interested in the ethical/legal issues surrounding abortion, prenatal
injury and liability, maternal-fetal conflict, and fetal/embryo research. The author provides an excellent
historical overview of these issues, but she also addresses the issues from the stance of a particular theory of
moral status, namely, interest theory. This gives coherence to her discussion as well as allowing testing of
the viability of interest theory."
--Choice

"A focused, lucid, analytically fine-grained discussion of a wide variety of problems. . . extremely useful as a
survey of the current state of the debate." --Religious Studies Review

"Merits serious consideration by physicians. Steinbock's interests-based approach treats all questions as open
-- another and most welcome breath of fresh air." -New England Journal of Medicine

"An extremely valuable contribution to the literature. The author carefully identifies the many bioethical
issues to which the status of embryos and fetuses is relevant....She thoroughly reviews the extensive medical,
bioethical, and legal literature on all of these issues, offering well-developed critiques of many standard
positions. She articulates and thoughtfully defends interesting positions on all of theses topics. Anyone with
an interest in these issues will learn a great deal from her knowledgeable and judicious treatment of them." --
The Journal of Clinical Ethics
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From reader reviews:

Luther Brown:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this Life Before Birth: The Moral
and Legal Status of Embryos and Fetuses, Second Edition book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Natalie Renz:

The reserve untitled Life Before Birth: The Moral and Legal Status of Embryos and Fetuses, Second Edition
is the publication that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be
shown to an individual. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand.
The article author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they
share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Life Before Birth: The Moral
and Legal Status of Embryos and Fetuses, Second Edition from the publisher to make you far more enjoy
free time.

Ronald Marinelli:

This Life Before Birth: The Moral and Legal Status of Embryos and Fetuses, Second Edition is great reserve
for you because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can declare
no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean
it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having Life Before Birth: The Moral and Legal Status of Embryos and Fetuses, Second Edition in your hand
like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that
offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Katie Mueller:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from the
book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just in search of the Life Before Birth: The Moral and Legal Status of Embryos and Fetuses, Second Edition
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