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Perhaps more than any other aspect of rabbinic literature, the laws about and discussions of menstruation
have polarized current discussions of gender relations in Jewish culture. Is the designated impurity of
menstruation sexist? Or does ritual absence from sex during menstruation encourage a rhythmic
reaffirmation of conjugal intimacy?

This book offers a new perspective on the extensive rabbinic discussions of menstrual impurity, female
physiology, and anatomy, and on the social and religious institutions those discussions engendered. It
analyzes the functions of these discussions within the larger textual world of rabbinic literature and in the
context of Jewish and Christian culture in late antiquity.

How did gender work—how was it made to work—in rabbinic literature? How did that literature dictate the
place of women in Jewish culture? In search of answers to these questions, the author analyzes the
architectural metaphors deployed to describe female anatomy, arguing that this discursive construction
operated culturally to associate women with the home and exclude them from rabbinic study halls.

The author shows that rabbinic discourse is not completely controlled by rabbinic ideology, however. She
analyzes talmudic discussions that allow alternative gender perspectives to emerge, indicating that women
and their bodies were not completely objectified. This suggests that the Babylonian Talmud does not present
a completely homogeneous gender structure, but contains a number of different, sometimes contradictory,
possibilities.

The book concludes with a study of early Christian textsthat relate to the same biblical laws on menstrual
impurity as rabbinic texts, focusing in particular on a Jewish-Christian text in which the anonymous author
polemicizes against Jewish women converts who remain attached to the biblical laws. Thistext allows usto
reconstruct women'’ s perspectives on the inscription of religious meaning onto their bodies and physiological
processes.
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From reader reviews:
JamesEllis:

As people who livein the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the erathat is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by studying books. It isagood choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Menstrual Purity: Rabbinic and
Christian Reconstructions of Biblical Gender (Contraversions: Jews and Other Differences) is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need
inthisera.

Arthur Furr:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Menstrual
Purity: Rabbinic and Christian Reconstructions of Biblical Gender (Contraversions: Jews and Other
Differences) suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. Typically the book untitled
Menstrual Purity: Rabbinic and Christian Reconstructions of Biblical Gender (Contraversions: Jews and
Other Differences)is one of several booksin which everyone read now. This particular book wasinspired a
number of peoplein the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever
know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so al of people can easily to
recognise the core of thisreserve. This book will give you alot of information about this world now. So you
can see the represented of the world within this book.

Glenn Herrera:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading areserve will give you alot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading abook will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others.
When you read this Menstrual Purity: Rabbinic and Christian Reconstructions of Biblical Gender
(Contraversions. Jews and Other Differences), you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours
e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Richard Dike:

Exactly why? Because this Menstrual Purity: Rabbinic and Christian Reconstructions of Biblical Gender
(Contraversions. Jews and Other Differences) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting
for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
aongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior



easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So, it is good for you
for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you alot of
advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
technique. So, still want to delay having that book? If | had been you | will go to the publication store
hurriedly.
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