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There are two common ways of writing about Africa, says Célestin Monga. One way blames Africa’s ills on
the continent’s history of exploitation and oppression. The other way blames Africans themselves for failing
to rise above poisonous national prejudices and resentments. But patronizing caricatures that reduce Africans
to either victims or slackers do not get us very far in understanding the complexities and paradoxes of Africa
today.

A searching, often searing, meditation on ways of living in modern Africa, Nihilism and Negritude dispels
the stereotypes that cloud how outsiders view the continent?and how Africans sometimes view themselves.
In the role of a traveler-philosopher, Monga seeks to register “the picturesque absurdity of daily life” in his
native Cameroon and across the continent. Whether navigating the chaotic choreography of street traffic or
discoursing on the philosophy of café menus, he illuminates the patterns of reasoning behind everyday
behaviors and offers new interpretations of what some observers have misunderstood as Africans’ resigned
acceptance of suffering and violence.

Monga does not wish to revive Negritude, the once-influential movement that sought to identify and
celebrate allegedly unique African values. Rather, he seeks to show how daily life and thought?witnessed in
dance and music, sensual pleasure and bodily experience, faith and mourning?reflect a form of nihilism
developed to cope with chaos, poverty, and oppression. This is not the nihilism of despair, Monga insists, but
the determination to find meaning and even joy in a life that would otherwise seem absurd.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Duckett:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Nihilism and Negritude: Ways of Living in Africa.

Brandon Riddle:

This Nihilism and Negritude: Ways of Living in Africa tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Nihilism and Negritude: Ways of Living in Africa can be
among the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with
information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Nihilism and
Negritude: Ways of Living in Africa forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Billy Gallardo:

The publication with title Nihilism and Negritude: Ways of Living in Africa contains a lot of information
that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new information
the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era
of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Jeremy Turner:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Nihilism and Negritude: Ways of Living
in Africa publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation Nihilism and Negritude:
Ways of Living in Africa as good book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide
that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this
kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.
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