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The counter-epic is a literary style that developed in reaction to imperialist epic conventions as a means of
scrutinizing the consequences of foreign conquest of dominated peoples. It also functioned as a transitional
literary form, a bridge between epic narratives of military heroics and novelistic narratives of commercial
success. In Discourses of Empire, Barbara Simerka examines the representation of militant Christian
imperialism in early modern Spanish literature by focusing on this counter-epic discourse.

Simerka is drawn to literary texts that questioned or challenged the imperial project of the Hapsburg
monarchy in northern Europe and the New World. She notes the variety of critical ideas across the spectrum
of diplomatic, juridical, economic, theological, philosophical, and literary writings, and she argues that the
presence of such competing discourses challenges the frequent assumption of a univocal, hegemonic culture
in Spain during the imperial period. Simerka is especially alert to the ways in which different
discourses—hegemonic, residual, emergent—coexist and compete simultaneously in the mediation of power.

Discourses of Empire offers fresh insight into the political and intellectual conditions of Hapsburg
imperialism, illuminating some rarely examined literary genres, such as burlesque epics, history plays, and
indiano drama. Indeed, a special feature of the book is a chapter devoted specifically to indiano literature.
Simerka's thorough working knowledge of contemporary literary theory and her inclusion of American,
English, and French texts as points of comparison contribute much to current studies of Spanish Golden Age
literature.
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From reader reviews:

William Gannaway:

This Discourses of Empire: Counter-Epic Literature in Early Modern Spain are reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Discourses of Empire: Counter-Epic Literature in
Early Modern Spain can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge.
This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this Discourses of Empire: Counter-Epic Literature in Early Modern
Spain giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Eric Ballentine:

The book untitled Discourses of Empire: Counter-Epic Literature in Early Modern Spain is the book that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The
language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer
was did a lot of research when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Discourses of Empire: Counter-Epic Literature in Early
Modern Spain from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Donnie Matthews:

The book untitled Discourses of Empire: Counter-Epic Literature in Early Modern Spain contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very clear to see
all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The
author will take you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read
on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Donna Gamble:

Beside this specific Discourses of Empire: Counter-Epic Literature in Early Modern Spain in your phone, it
could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is
good thing to have Discourses of Empire: Counter-Epic Literature in Early Modern Spain because this book
offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it?
Find this book and also read it from today!
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