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On February 14, 1863, twenty-six-year-old seaman James Henry Gooding volunteered to serve in the
Massachusetts 54th, the first regiment of black soldiers ever recruited for the Union army. Over the next
twelve months, he posted a series of remarkable letters from the front to his hometown newspaper, the
staunchly abolitionist New Bedford Mercury. Written with insight and literary flair, his letters provide a
vidid portrait of the war as seen through the eyes of a black volunteer.

From basic training at Camp Meigs in Readville, Massachusetts, through campaigns in Georgia, South
Carolina, and Florida, Gooding faithfully records the activities of the 54th, including the legendary storming
of Fort Wagner. He also voices the injustice felt by soldiers of his regiment over the issue of unequal pay, the
refusal to promote deserving black enlistees to officer rank, and the deeply ingrained racism of whites in
both the North and South.

Wounded and captured during the battle of Olustee, Florida, in February 1864, Gooding died later that year
in Andersonville Prison.

In her introduction, Virginia M. Adams provides biographical details on Gooding's life and examines the
antebellum history of New Bedford's large and articulate community of free blacks.
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Oneal:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this On the Altar of Freedom: A Black Soldier's
Civil War Letters from the Front book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty
On the Altar of Freedom: A Black Soldier's Civil War Letters from the Front as good book not merely by the
cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do
you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Matthew Wallace:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy your
short period of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be study. On
the Altar of Freedom: A Black Soldier's Civil War Letters from the Front can be your answer mainly because
it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Debra Sudduth:

This On the Altar of Freedom: A Black Soldier's Civil War Letters from the Front is fresh way for you who
has curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting
deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this On the
Altar of Freedom: A Black Soldier's Civil War Letters from the Front can be the light food to suit your needs
because the information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the
form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in
e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it!
Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.

Richard Vedder:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This On the Altar of Freedom: A Black Soldier's Civil War Letters
from the Front can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have point
that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have On the
Altar of Freedom: A Black Soldier's Civil War Letters from the Front.
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