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Many Latino and Chinese women who immigrated to New York City over the past several decades found
work in the garment industry-an industry well known for both hiring immigrants and its harsh working
conditions. In the 1990s, the garment industry was one of the largest immigrant employers in New York City
and workers in Chinese- and Korean-owned factories produced 70 percent of all manufactured clothing in
New York City. Based on extensive interviews with workers and employers, Margaret M. Chin offers a
detailed and complex portrait of the work lives of Chinese and Latino garment workers. Chin, whose mother
and aunts worked in Chinatown's garment industry, also explores how immigration status, family
circumstances, ethnic relations, and gender affect the garment industry workplace. In turn, she analyzes how
these factors affect whom employers hire and what wages and benefits are given to the employees.

Chin's study contrasts the working conditions and hiring practices of Korean- and Chinese-owned factories.
Her comparison of the two practices illuminates how ethnic ties both improve and hinder opportunities for
immigrants. While both sectors take advantage of workers and are characterized by low wages and lax
enforcement of safety regulations-there are crucial differences. In the Chinese sector, owners encourage
employees, almost entirely female, to recruit new workers, especially friends and family. Though Chinese
workers tend to be documented and unionized, this work arrangement allows owners to maintain a more
paternalistic relationship with their employees. Gender also plays a major role in channeling women into the
garment industry, as Chinese immigrants, particularly those with children, tend to maintain traditional gender
roles in the workplace. Korean-owned shops, however, hire mostly undocumented Mexican and Ecuadorian
workers, both male and female. These workers tend not to have children and are thus less tied to traditional
gender roles. Unlike their Chinese counterparts, Korean employers hire workers on their own terms and
would rather not allow current employees to influence their decisions.

Chin's work also provides an overview of the history of the garment industry, examines immigration
strategies, and concludes with a discussion of changes in the industry in the aftermath of 9/11.
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From reader reviews:

Raul Joyner:

This Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New York City Garment Industry (Columbia Comparative Studies
on Ethnicity and Race) tend to be reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The
reason of this Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New York City Garment Industry (Columbia
Comparative Studies on Ethnicity and Race) can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving
you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that probably will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New York
City Garment Industry (Columbia Comparative Studies on Ethnicity and Race) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Dorothy Whisler:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Sewing Women:
Immigrants and the New York City Garment Industry (Columbia Comparative Studies on Ethnicity and
Race) suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book
untitled Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New York City Garment Industry (Columbia Comparative
Studies on Ethnicity and Race)is one of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know
before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the
core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help
you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Cindy Coleman:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or real their
hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New York City Garment Industry
(Columbia Comparative Studies on Ethnicity and Race) can make you experience more interested to read.

Eileen Schmitt:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know



those textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. Through the book Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New York City Garment Industry (Columbia
Comparative Studies on Ethnicity and Race) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your
aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New York
City Garment Industry (Columbia Comparative Studies on Ethnicity and Race). You can more desirable than
now.
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