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This is the first full-length biography of Charles S. Johnson (1893-1956). Although he called himself a
"sidelines activist," his advocacy for racial equality was never watered-down or half-hearted. His strategy
was to work indirectly, sometimes behind the scenes, to influence public policy and to mobilize groups with
special concerns, especially black sharecroppers.

Together with W. E. B. Du Bois and E. Franklin Frazier he has been named as a "founding father" among
contemporary black sociologists. In a coalition with an embattled band of southern white liberals he pressed
the federal government to end lynching, the poll tax, "separate but equal" schooling, and other racial
inequalities of the Jim Crow era.

Throughout his career Johnson played the vital role of building bridges between the races, specifically in
gaining white philanthropic support in a stimulating activism in the black community. For a quarter of a
century he conducted research on the South's twin system of economic and racial exploitation. Two of his
books-Shadow of the Plantation and Growing up in the Black Belt (a study of black youth and its problems
in the 1930s)-are recognized today as classics.

In the last ten years of his life Johnson served as the first black president of Fisk University, one of the most
important of the historically black colleges.
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From reader reviews:

Guadalupe Baxter:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important for us. The book Sidelines Activist: Charles S. Johnson and the Struggle for Civil
Rights had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It
is rather advantages for you. The guide Sidelines Activist: Charles S. Johnson and the Struggle for Civil
Rights is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you really feel
bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Sidelines
Activist: Charles S. Johnson and the Struggle for Civil Rights. You never experience lose out for everything
in case you read some books.

Louis Jackson:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a guide. The book Sidelines Activist: Charles S. Johnson and the Struggle for Civil Rights it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading
this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can
m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Kevin Hamby:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be examine. Sidelines Activist: Charles S. Johnson and the Struggle for Civil Rights can
be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Susan Crowell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Sidelines Activist: Charles S.
Johnson and the Struggle for Civil Rights.
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