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This innovative study of the works of Robert Musil opens a new window on the history of modern identity in
western culture. Stefan Jonsson argues that Musil’s Austria was the first postimperial state in modern
Europe. Prior to its destruction in 1918, the Austro-Hungarian Empire had ruled over a vast array of
nationalities and, in the course of its demise as well as after, Austria was beset by nationalism, racism, and
other forms of identity politics that ultimately led to the triumph of Nazism.
It was to this society that Musil responded in his great work The Man Without Qualities. Exploring the nooks
and crannies of this modernist classic, Jonsson shows that Musil’s narrative evolves along two axes that must
be considered in tandem: Whereas the central plot portrays a Viennese elite that in 1913 attempts to restore
social cohesion by gathering popular support for the cultural essence of the empire, the protagonist discovers
that he lacks essence altogether and finds himself attracted by monsters, criminals, and revolutionary figures
that reject the social order. In this way, Musil’s novel traces the disappearance of what Jonsson calls the
expressivist paradigm—the conviction that identities such as gender, nationality, class, and social character
are expressions of permanent intrinsic dispositions. This, Jonsson argues, is Musil’s great legacy. For not
only did the Austrian author seek to liquidate prevailing conceptions of personal and cultural identity; he also
projected “a new human being,” one who would resist assimilation into imperialist, nationalist, or fascist
communities.
Subject Without Nation presents a new interpretation of Viennese modernity and uncovers the historical
foundations of poststructural and postcolonial reconceptualizations of human subjectivity. Illuminating links
between Musil’s oeuvre as a whole and post-war developments in critical thought, this book locates an
important crossroads between literary criticism, intellectual history, and cultural theory.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Telford:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Subject Without Nation: Robert Musil
and the History of Modern Identity (Post-contemporary interventions) book as basic and daily reading e-
book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Terrance Pitt:

The publication untitled Subject Without Nation: Robert Musil and the History of Modern Identity (Post-
contemporary interventions) is the guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the
reserve content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when write the book, so the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Subject Without
Nation: Robert Musil and the History of Modern Identity (Post-contemporary interventions) from the
publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Sanjuanita Mecham:

The book with title Subject Without Nation: Robert Musil and the History of Modern Identity (Post-
contemporary interventions) includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of
benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-
book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You
can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Yolanda Harris:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Subject Without Nation: Robert Musil and the History of
Modern Identity (Post-contemporary interventions) why because the excellent cover that make you consider
in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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