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Upending the traditional view of modernism as defined by skepticism and emotional detachment, Anthony
Cuda argues for a perspective that emphasizes instead its deep commitment to understanding human
vulnerability, powerlessness, and the unpredictable energies of passion. In The Passions of Modernism, Cuda
explores how four modernist writers--T. S. Eliot, W. B. Yeats, Virginia Woolf, and Thomas Mann--
conceptualize passion, how they dramatize its upheavals and illuminations, and how it affects their ideas
about the creative act.

Cuda argues that many literary scholars have not allowed modernism to get far enough out of control. In this
work he seeks to demonstrate that it was, from its inception, an expression of the desire to relinquish the very
control that its critics mistakenly attribute to it. To this end Cuda examines how several representative
writers confront helplessness and passivity in their work and what this confrontation means for their
conceptions of creativity, consciousness, and the life of emotions. The modernist artistic process, Cuda
suggests, is a register of the mind's encounter with forces beyond its control.

Resuscitating the classical definition of passion from the Latin passio, to be moved or to be acted on, Cuda's
study indicates that the modernist attraction to passivity arises from a desire to gauge the limits of the active
mind and to rethink psychology and aesthetics from the perspective of the moved instead of the mover.
Focusing on well-known texts as well as uncollected and archival materials--such as Yeats's letters and
Eliot's prose--Cuda sheds new light on four canonical writers by examining their work in terms of "passion
scenes," vivid, intense tropes, situated somewhere between exhilaration and terror, that recur with insistent
regularity over an artist's entire career, exerting an unusual psychological force on the creative mind that
conjures them. Cuda also offers a corrective to debates about contemporary poetry and postmodernism by
showing how criticism continues to rely upon misconceptions about affect and impersonality in modernism.
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From reader reviews:

Rita Hackett:

The book The Passions of Modernism: Eliot, Yeats, Woolf, and Mann gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book The
Passions of Modernism: Eliot, Yeats, Woolf, and Mann being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages,
like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like wide open and read a guide The Passions of Modernism: Eliot, Yeats, Woolf, and
Mann. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So ,
how do you think about this guide?

Thomas West:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Passions of Modernism: Eliot, Yeats, Woolf, and
Mann can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Kathryn Kern:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be The Passions of Modernism: Eliot, Yeats, Woolf, and Mann
why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
assist you to pick up this book.

Susan Hare:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. From the book The Passions of Modernism: Eliot, Yeats, Woolf, and Mann we can take more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Only
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book
The Passions of Modernism: Eliot, Yeats, Woolf, and Mann. You can more inviting than now.
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