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In this book, Hans Kummer, one of the world's leading primate ethologists, examines the patterns of social
interaction among primates. He examines this social behavior from the fundamentally biological viewpoint
of evolutionary adaptation as part of the survival mechanisms for the species. Recognizing that all activity is
constituted in part of genetic programming and in part of adaptive behavior, he explores the borderline area
between the genetic and the "cultural." By use of astute observation and clever experimentation he shows
that many aspects of social behavior are inherited, and differentially inherited among various primate groups.
These data also show, however, that the individuals and troops learn much in primate social life and that
these forms are responsive to particular ecological situations. Drawing heavily on knowledge gleaned from
his own well-known studies of the Hamadryas baboon, Dr. Kummer introduces the reader to the daily life of
a particular primate society. From this sample case, he proceeds to a more general characterization of
primate societies, using as examples the great apes and monkeys of Africa, Asia, and South America and
particularly the widely studied terrestrial monkey species. The particularities of primate communication,
social structure, and economy are described and special attention is devoted to the primate counterparts of
kinship and age groups-behavioral differences based on age and sex, and mating and grouping systems. This
is followed by a chapter dealing with the ecological functions of the major parameters of primate social life,
such as group size and the coordination of activities within it-dominance, leadership systems, and spatial
arrangements. The second part of the book is concerned with the origins of behavioral traits of primates,
discussed from phylogenetic, ecological, and cultural points of view, again using data-based examples. Dr.
Kummer explains why some traits have not evolved that would have been adaptive, and traces the rise of
several secondary functions in their place. The final section of- the book confronts man with his fellow
primates, emphasizing the probable limits imposed upon human culture by the existing phylogenetic
heritage.
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From reader reviews:

Elaine Rode:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Primate Societies:
Group Techniques of Ecological Adaptation (Worlds of Man) suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Primate Societies: Group Techniques of
Ecological Adaptation (Worlds of Man)is one of several books that will everyone read now. This specific
book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that
you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be
aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you
can see the represented of the world on this book.

Linda Hupp:

The actual book Primate Societies: Group Techniques of Ecological Adaptation (Worlds of Man) will bring
one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When
you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Primate Societies: Group
Techniques of Ecological Adaptation (Worlds of Man) is much recommended to you to study. You can also
get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Martina Lassiter:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Primate Societies:
Group Techniques of Ecological Adaptation (Worlds of Man) that give your pleasure preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be
mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to
always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick
Primate Societies: Group Techniques of Ecological Adaptation (Worlds of Man) become your current starter.

Danielle Hawkins:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Primate Societies: Group Techniques of
Ecological Adaptation (Worlds of Man) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to
learn it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like
to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Primate Societies: Group Techniques of Ecological
Adaptation (Worlds of Man) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing
what must you're doing of the time.
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